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Conventions and terminology  
● The terms ‘evaluation’ and ‘appraisal’ are occasionally used interchangeably. Where a 
specific appraisal analysis has been conducted, I defer to the terms ‘appraisal’ and 
‘attitude’. 
● Technical terms are not capitlised (e.g. appraisal, attitude, engagement, graduation) 
following the convention used by Martin and Rose (2007).  
● Excerpts from news articles are occasionally provided as examples in Chapter 4 and 
Chapter 5. Each excerpt is numbered and includes the file name (see Appendix C for 
naming convention). 
● Appraisal coding is used in excerpts and in the analysis: 
○ Coding is in square brackets, e.g. [judgement] or [engagement] 
○ Items coded are in bold for attitude and underlined for target, unless otherwise 
noted 
○ As the focus is on attitude, the second level is coded i.e. affect, judgement, 
appreciation 
○ Graduation and engagement are coded at the initial level i.e. graduation, 
engagement 
○ Additional levels provided in the analysis will be separated by a colon, e.g. 
[judgement: capacity] or [engagement: projection]   
○ Plus (+) or minus (-) at the start indicates positive or negative attitude e.g. happy 
[+affect] 
○ Plus (+) or minus (-) at the end indicates increase or decrease for graduation  
e.g. very happy [graduation+] or kind of happy [graduation-] 
● Lemmas are in all capitals, e.g. WALK includes the lexemes walk, walks, walked, 
walking. 
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Chapter 1: Introduction 
1.1 Context and significance of the study 
Sport is a huge part of the Australian psyche. And Australian football1, from the recreational 
level to the professional, from the players to the fans, is one of the largest sporting 
communities in Australia. Yet despite the number of women who support the game and the 
number of young girls who play, it has remained, until very recently, a male-only sport at the 
professional level. The launch of the new Australian Football League Women’s (AFLW) in 
February 2017 was a significant attempt at redressing the gender imbalance that exists in a 
traditionally male dominated professional sporting space.  
This dissertation examines news coverage of the first AFLW season in the Herald Sun, 
focussing on its coverage before and after the matches were played. Specifically, this research 
aims to understand how AFLW players are being positioned and evaluated in the news. To 
undertake this research, I combine corpus linguistics with analysis of appraisal (i.e. evaluative 
language). To date, there has been minimal linguistic research which focuses on Australian 
football sports news discourse. While some studies may include news articles about the men’s 
league as part of a larger dataset (e.g. Lumby, Caple & Greenwood, 2014), linguistic research 
focussing only on AFL sports news discourse is quite limited (see: Caldwell, 2009). Further, 
there has been no research into women’s AFL sports news discourse.  
This research takes place in a context where the media have historically been criticised 
for biased portrayals of female athletes, with researchers noting the dominance of gender bias, 
or patriarchal discourses2 (see section 1.3), in news media. Thus, this research is the first to 
focus on patriarchal discourses in AFLW sports news media, and is one of few linguistics 
studies that combines corpus linguistics with appraisal analysis. Such an approach allows 
language patterns to be identified in the dataset and then explored further by examining both 
direct and implied appraisal in selected texts. 
                                                
1 Australian football is the official name of the code, and the Australian Football League (AFL) is the name of the 
professional men’s league (Australian Football League, 2019).  
2 The term discourse can be used in a variety of ways. Here, I follow Baker (2006) who focuses on Foucault’s 
notion of discourse as a system of practices and structures constructed through language. As discourse is viewed 
as a “thing”, it can therefore be pluralised as discourses. 
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Specifically, I aim to answer the following research questions: 
1. Are any patriarchal discourses (gendered othering, objectification, trivialisation and 
gender stereotyping) present in the AFLW corpus?  
2. Does performance of the athletes during the season affect the portrayal presented in the 
sports news media? That is, do discourses change or remain the same when comparing 
coverage before and after the inaugural season? 
3. How are these discourses constructed or countered through language? 
1.2 Dissertation structure 
The previous section has introduced the context and significance of the study. The remainder 
of Chapter 1 will review prior relevant research on gender bias in sports news discourse. 
Chapter 2 then outlines the data and methodology. It describes the data collection and 
corpus building process, provides an overview of the method of analysis, and introduces 
relevant concepts in corpus linguistics and appraisal used in the analysis. 
 Chapters 3 and 4 analyse the patriarchal discourses in the corpus. Chapter 4 examines 
patterns significant to the AFLW corpus relative to general news discourse, and Chapter 5 
compares the data before and after the inaugural AFLW season. 
Chapter 6 provides a summary of the findings and discusses implications for analysing 
appraisal.  
1.3 Related literature 
There are very few linguistic studies that use a corpus-based approach combined with appraisal 
analysis to investigate how female athletes are presented in sports news. In the broader area of 
sports news discourse analysis, some studies are situated in Systemic Functional Linguistics 
(SFL) (e.g. Caple, 2013; Caple, 2016; Fest, 2016; Walsh & Caldwell, 2016), but these tend not 
to focus on analysing gender bias or appraisal. In fact, linguistic analyses of gender bias in 
sports news discourse are rare, as most research in this field sits outside the discipline of 
linguistics, for example in journalism, communications, sports sociology, gender studies, etc. 
(see Ismail, 2017 for a more in-depth overview). It therefore tends to be dominated by 
quantitative approaches, often using content analysis. Across disciplines, there has been 
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extensive research into both the amount of media coverage and visibility of female sports 
(section 1.3.1), and the representation of female athletes in sports media (e.g. dominant 
discourses and stereotypes) (section 1.3.2), both of which will be briefly discussed below. 
1.3.1 Media coverage of women’s sports 
While the primary focus of this research is not the amount of media coverage, it is worth 
noting that underrepresentation of female athletes and women’s sports in the media has been 
well documented in Australia (e.g. Caple, Greenwood & Lumby, 2011; Caple, 2016; Lumby, et 
al., 2014; North, 2012) and around the world (e.g. Billings, Angelini & Eastman, 2005; 
Eastman & Billings, 1999, 2000; Fink 2015; French, 2013; Kaskan & Ho, 2016; King, 2007; 
Messner, Duncan & Jensen, 1993). What coverage exists is often framed as less exciting and 
less newsworthy than men’s sports (e.g. Billings & Eastman, 2002; Greer, Hardin & Homan, 
2009), reflecting a pervasive attitude that women’s sports are “‘naturally’ less interesting than 
men’s” (Hallmark & Armstrong, 1999, cited in Greer et al., 2009, p. 173). Despite evidence of 
recent rising public interest in women’s sports (see: Jenkins, 2017; Bolt, 2017), low coverage 
persists (Kane, 2013). Caple et al. (2011) argue that the lack of coverage contributes to low 
levels of public awareness, thereby construing a perceived lower interest in women’s sports 
compared to men’s sports.  
1.3.2 Dominant patriarchal discourses in sports news media 
On a general level, researchers have argued that the media disseminate “strongly masculine” 
discourses which reinforce the idea that sports are for men and by men (Schirato, 2013, p. 78). 
Discursive patterns reflecting traditional gender roles are frequently used in news media 
(Sigley & Holmes, 2002), and in sports news media specifically, female athletes are 
consistently positioned as inferior to their male counterparts (Kaskan & Ho, 2016). Broadly, 
four areas of patriarchal discourses have been identified in relation to female athletes: gendered 
othering, objectification, trivialisation, and stereotyping (Caple, 2013). Where possible, I will 
relate these discourses to potential appraisal choices, even though the research does not include 
such analysis. 
Gendered othering is used to position men’s sports and male athletes as the preferred 
and accepted reference point (Baker, 2014; Ismail, 2017; Messner et al., 1993), thereby 
implicating women as an anomaly or inferior to their male counterparts (Aull & Brown, 2013; 
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Koivula, 1999; Messner et al., 1993). This most frequently occurs through asymmetrical 
gender marking of team names, individual players, leagues and competitions, where the word 
“women’s” or “ladies” is affixed e.g. WNBA, LPGA, Women’s World Cup, W-League (Messner 
et al., 1993). Another discursive practice of gendered othering is that of using a “male 
firstness” construction (Freebody & Baker, 1987, cited in Baker, 2014, p. 84). That is, where 
both sexes are mentioned, males are given syntactical precedence, e.g. male and female, men 
and women, boy and girl. It is argued that in such cases of ‘binomial pairs’, the first one is 
considered the preferred (Baker, 2014, p. 86). Previous corpus studies have found strong 
evidence of male firstness in American English (Baker, 2014) and Malaysian sports media 
(Ismail, 2017). Further, othering can also occur through direct and indirect comparisons to 
male athletes and men’s sports (Bruce, 2016), the type of media coverage (e.g. Aull & Brown, 
2013; French, 2013; Kane, 2013) and low levels of coverage and reporting (see section 1.3.1). 
Objectification occurs when overt focus is on a female player’s physical appearance 
and attractiveness (e.g. Daddario, 1997; Messner et al., 1993; Ponterotto, 2014), rather than her 
athletic abilities (Billings et al., 2005). Objectification often occurs through sexualisation 
(Bruce, 2016), where attention is drawn to specific body parts – such as the legs, breasts and 
mouth – and the clothing worn by the athlete both in and out of the sporting arena (Ponterotto, 
2014). Thus, these women are not constructed as legitimate athletes, but rather as sexualised 
objects, presented for the pleasure of male spectators (Bernstein, 2002; Bruce, 2016). In 
appraisal terms (Martin & Rose, 2007), this type of evaluation would likely be considered as 
appreciation, which includes aesthetic evaluations, rather than as judgement, which includes 
evaluations of (athletic) capacity. 
Another common discursive practice is to downplay sporting achievements through 
trivialisation. It has been found that when a female athlete or women’s team performs well, 
‘luck’ is often noted as the attributing factor, rather than hard work, athletic ability and 
experience as is done for males (Billings et al., 2005). Further, more focus is placed on female 
athletes’ personal lives rather than their professional successes as athletes (Daddario, 1997; 
Ponterotto, 2014). In appraisal terms, this would most likely be related to evaluations of 
negative judgement (in terms of player capacity) or absence of positive judgement (where the 
focus is not on professional success). 
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Female athletes are also trivialised in terms of how they are referenced, for example 
through use of their first name(s) or nickname(s) whereas their male counterparts are 
referenced by surname (e.g. Crolley & Teso, 2007; Koivula, 1999; Messner et al., 1993). 
Further, they are far more likely to be referred to with the diminutive “girl(s)” where the 
equivalent “boy(s)”  is not used (e.g. Koivula, 1999; MacKay & Dallaire, 2009; Messner et al., 
1993; Ponterotto, 2014; Sabo & Curry Jansen, 1992). This practice is often referred to as 
“infantilisation” (e.g. Crolley & Teso, 2007; Messner et al., 1993). 
Female athletes have also been consistently portrayed in the media in line with gender 
stereotypes and ideologies, such as femininity and heterosexuality (Bruce, 2016). Media 
preference has been shown for women who are participating in ‘gender-appropriate’3 sports 
(Caple, 2013), such as figure skating or gymnastics, rather than physical or contact sports 
which are considered to be masculine (Schirato, 2013, p. 65-79). Preference is also given to 
female athletes who are in a relationship with a man (Bruce, 2016), with media stories often 
positioning them primarily as mothers, girlfriends or wives rather than as athletes (Messner, 
Cooky & Hextrum, 2010, p. 25). News articles are also more likely to focus on the player’s 
emotions (related to affect in appraisal terms), such as crying and other emotional outbursts 
(e.g. Crolley & Teso, 2007; Ismail, 2017; Kaskan & Ho, 2016), whereas for male athletes the 
focus is on their strength and power (Angelini & Billings, 2010). 
Combined, these media representations perpetuate sports as a masculine domain. But 
there have also been some recent studies which suggest a potential shift in some of these 
discourses (e.g. Caple 2013, 2016; King, 2007; French, 2013; Lumby et al., 2014; MacKay & 
Dallaire, 2009; Wensing & Bruce, 2003). Less biased representations have been found in 
studies of TV broadcasting of golf (Billings et al., 2005), tennis (Messner et al., 1993) and 
Olympic diving (Angelini & Billings, 2010). Studies of sports photographs have also found 
female and male athletes are portrayed fairly equally as athletes ‘in action’ (e.g. Caple, 2013; 
Crolley & Teso, 2007; French, 2013; Ismail, 2017; King, 2007), with little focus on gender 
stereotypes (Ismail, 2017). 
However, it is important to note the potential limitations of these studies. Findings may 
be restricted to the investigated dataset, and cultural context may also have an impact. For 
                                                
3 For more information on gender appropriate sports, see for example: Daddario, 1997; Koivula 1995;1999; 2001; 
Schirato, 2013. 
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example, King’s (2007) research focuses on track and field which would be considered a 
gender-neutral sport, Caple (2013) analyses news headlines and photos but not the body text, 
Ismail’s (2017) study is based on Malaysian news, and MacKay and Dallaire (2009) are 
working within the context of a university environment rather than professional sports or media 
environment. Further research is clearly needed in order to determine whether these studies are 
indicative of a wider, more generalised shift in sports news discourse taking place.  
1.3.3 Corpus linguistic studies 
Given the lack of linguistic research more generally, only three studies of gender bias in sports 
news combine corpus linguistics with qualitative analysis. Even though two of these studies do 
not analyse Australian data (e.g. Aull & Brown, 2013; Ismail, 2017), and the Australia study 
does not include AFLW (Caple, 2013), the methods are relevant to this thesis and will be 
discussed below. 
In their study of print newspaper coverage of on-court fights at an NBA game and a 
WNBA game, Aull and Brown (2013) generate keywords and collocations comparing results 
from both games using two sub-corpora (NBA and WNBA). Patterns identified through 
keyword analysis, such as the relationship between participants and actions, and the allocation 
of blame, are further explored through qualitative textual analysis. Findings show that the 
WNBA fight is positioned relative to stereotypical gender roles, whereas the NBA fight instead 
focuses on the specific participants involved (Aull & Brown, 2013, p. 50). This study 
highlights the importance of going to the full text to identify how language is intertwined with 
values, attitudes and beliefs of the sporting and media communities. 
Combining corpus linguistics with CDA, Ismail (2017) analyses the representation of 
female athletes in Malaysian news discourse. The study does not analyse appraisal per se, but 
does analyse references to emotion, volition, and emotivity, i.e. positive/negative evaluation 
(Bednarek, 2006). Results from the corpus analysis are used to direct the selection criteria for 
qualitative analysis of articles (and images). Concordance analysis of selected instances also 
allows for qualitative analysis of evaluation – for example, whether the emotions identified in 
the keyword analysis are attributed to female or male athletes, and how these feelings are 
positioned in relation to gender stereotypes. The study found evidence of male firstness and 
gender marking, and that female athletes are portrayed as more emotional (related to affect in 
appraisal terms) and passive than males.  
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While both Aull and Brown (2013) and Ismail (2017) identify some evidence of gender 
bias, Caple (2013) posits a “shift in the discourse” (p. 272). The study focuses on two key 
aspects: agency, that is, whether female athletes are the ‘doers’ or ‘done to’ of any action, and 
how evaluative language is used to describe female athletes in news headlines. Patterns are 
initially identified through keyword analysis, then further explored through qualitative 
analysis, specifically focussing on evaluative language (following Bednarek, 2006) and 
gendered naming practices. Results show that female athletes are portrayed as “elite sports 
players” (Caple, 2013, p. 288), with mostly positive evaluation of athletic skill and success, 
and no evidence of patriarchal discourses associated with emotions and sexualisation are 
identified. 
1.3.4 Summary 
This section has summarised the literature which provides a foundation for this research. The 
existing research of gender biases in sports media discourse reveals that sports are 
predominantly positioned in the male domain, and that there are still varying degrees of 
gendered language being used to describe athletes of different sexes. However, most of this 
research sits outside the discipline of linguistics, and that which does sit within linguistics is 
limited, with only a handful of studies combining quantitative and qualitative methods. Further, 
there are no linguistic studies of gender bias in sports news discourse that focus on or include 
AFLW. This dissertation aims to fill this gap by investigating evaluation of AFLW players via 
dominant discourses used in sports media, combing corpus-linguistics and text analysis of 
appraisal. Further, this research aims to provide a foundation for future research into gender 
biases in AFL sports news, as well as for combining corpus linguistics with a model of 
evaluation from SFL.  
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Chapter 2: Data and methodology 
In this chapter, I provide an overview of the corpus, outline the data collection process, and 
introduce the analytical framework used.  
2.1 Data collection and corpus building 
A specialised corpus was built comprising sports news articles about the AFLW inaugural 
season. News articles were sourced from the print edition of the Herald Sun newspaper using 
Factiva, an online database. The Herald Sun is one of Australia’s most-read newspapers, 
provides extensive coverage of men’s AFL, and is an official media partner of the AFL. 
Articles were collected for the 12-month period commencing June 2016 to coincide with the 
public announcement of the new AFLW teams. A search string of the most common references 
to the new league, both before and after the league official name was announced in September 
2016, was used to capture as many relevant articles as possible (see Appendix A). However, it 
is acknowledged some articles may be missing from the dataset, for example, letters or 
columns which refer to players by their names, or other articles which may indirectly reference 
the new league. 
All resulting articles were entered into a spreadsheet, reviewed against specific 
selection criteria (see Appendix B), and marked for inclusion or exclusion from the dataset. All 
articles where the headline and lead, i.e. the “nucleus” (White, 2005), focuses on an aspect of 
the AFLW were included. The nucleus is an important component in news reporting as it 
serves to frame the narrative and position the reader (e.g. Bednarek & Caple, 2012; Butt, 
Fahey, Feez & Spinks, 2012; White, 2005). Items from other news genres were likewise 
included if the focus was clearly on the AFLW. 
A total of 236 articles were collected for the AFLW corpus comprising nearly 10,000 
words (see Table 2.1). The AFLW corpus is also split into two smaller sub-corpora to allow for 
diachronic comparison. The AFLW-B corpus comprises articles published before the season (1 
June 2016 - 2 February 2017), and the AFLW-A corpus comprises articles published after the 
season (26 March - 31 May 2017). Articles published during the season (3 February - 25 
March 2017) have been excluded, as I am interested in whether there are any changes in 
discourses after the season has been played. Further, previous research has shown that sports 
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news articles published during a sporting season are more likely to be match reports than any 
other text type, and match reports tend to contain similarities in language (Caple, 2016, p. 224). 
 
Corpus Description No. 
texts 
Word 
tokens 
AFLW All AFLW articles (1 June 2016 - 31 May 
2017, excluding 3 February - 25 March 2017) 
235 9556 
AFLW-B AFLW articles before the first season 
 (1 June 2016 - 2 February 2017) 
164 6812 
AFLW-A ALFW articles after the first season  
(26 March - 31 May 2017) 
71 2774 
Table 2.1 Description of the AFLW corpus and sub-corpora 
Articles were also categorised by news genre (Table 2.2.), drawing on both Andrews 
(2005) and Caple (2016). Although an in-depth genre analysis will not be undertaken as part of 
this research, it is worth noting that the articles in this dataset cover a wide range of “sporty” 
news items (Fest, 2016, p. 190), most of which would be considered “soft news” (Bednarek & 
Caple, 2012, p. 189) or “issues-based” news (Caple, 2016, p. 213). Articles collected before the 
season had a higher proportion of profiles, previews, opinion, and features, whereas articles 
after the season had a higher proportion of match reports and reviews. There are linguistic 
differences across these different types of news articles, for example time-bound or hard news 
reports are likely to provide a more objective stance than an editorial or column piece would. 
Inclusion of texts across genres which focus on a specific topic (in this case, AFLW) is not 
uncommon in corpus-based CDA (see for example: Johnson et al., 2003 cited in Baker 2006, p. 
26; and Baker, Gabrielatos, & McEnery, 2012). 
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 AFLW-B AFLW-A TOTAL 
Type number percent number percent number 
Profile 43 26% 11 15% 54 
Preview 25 16% 2 3% 28 
Match report 1 1% 2 3% 3 
Gossip 3 2% 2 3% 5 
Feature 40 24% 22 31% 62 
Editorial (opinion) 7 4% 2 3% 9 
Letters (opinion) 13 8% 8 11% 21 
VoxPop (opinion) 2 1% 0 0% 2 
Column (opinion) 8 5% 8  11% 16 
Inquest 3 2% 2 3% 5 
Interview 1 1% 1 1% 2 
News brief 7 4% 1 1% 8 
Human Interest 10 6% 8 11% 18 
Advertising 1 1% 0 0% 1 
Review 0 0% 2 3% 2 
TOTAL 164 100% 71 100% 235 
Table 2.2. Text types in the AFLW corpus 
2.3 Corpus linguistics and discourse analysis 
This research combines computer assisted corpus analysis with manual analysis of select text 
extracts. Using corpus linguistics allows patterns to be identified, often revealing underlying 
discourses which can be further explored through text analysis (Baker, 2006). The main corpus 
techniques used in this research are analysis of keywords and concordances, which will be 
briefly outlined below.  
Keywords are determined by their saliency or ‘keyness’, that is, they are words which 
are statistically more frequent in one dataset compared to another (Baker, 2006). Keyness can 
be analysed by comparing two corpora of similar size, as well as by comparing a smaller 
corpus with a larger corpus. The use of a larger, more generalised reference corpus allows 
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similarities that exist across two datasets, in this case the AFLW-B and AFLW-A corpora, to 
be identified (Taylor, 2013). For this research, both approaches are used – the AFLW corpus is 
compared to a reference corpus of Australian news. This reference corpus consists of news 
articles sourced from News on the Web “NOW” (Davies, 2013) for the same time period as the 
AFLW corpus. In addition, the AFLW-B and AFLW-A corpora are compared with each other. 
A concordance is all occurrences of a keyword as it appears in context (Baker, 2006, 
p.71). The term context is often used in corpus linguistics (and in this dissertation) to refer to 
the surrounding text occurring before and after the word in question (Hunston, 2011), i.e. the 
co-text, rather than the context of the situation. By looking at a word in use, we can ascertain if 
it is evaluative, and whether the overall stance is negative, positive or neutral (Hunston, 2011). 
The concordance tool also allows the results to be sorted by co-occurring words to the left or 
right of the keyword, which can be used to analyse linguistic patterns.  
2.4 Appraisal 
There are many different ways of ‘categorising’ evaluative language, and accordingly different 
analytical frameworks can be applied (see Bednarek, 2006 and Hunston, 2011, for overviews). 
In this dissertation, I treat evaluation as the discourse semantic system of appraisal, which sits 
within the interpersonal metafunction in SFL. The interpersonal metafunction focuses on how 
language is used to “enact relationships” such as between a writer and reader (Martin & Rose, 
2007). Appraisal is specifically concerned with how this relationship is constructed through the 
use of evaluative language within the text, and what kinds of attitudes are conveyed (Martin & 
Rose, 2007). It comprises three domains – attitude, engagement, and graduation  – which can 
occur simultaneously. Each of these three domains has further sub-categories, shown in Figure 
2.1.  
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Figure 2.1 Appraisal system overview (Martin & Rose, 2007, p. 59) 
 
Attitude includes: the emotions that someone feels (affect), evaluation of people and 
their behaviours (judgement), and evaluation of entities, including performances 
(appreciation) (Martin & Rose, 2007; Martin & White, 2005). Attitude is either positive or 
negative, and can either be directly expressed or implied (Martin & Rose, 2007). Each of these 
three attitudinal domains can be further categorised, as shown in Table 2.3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Melissa Kemble | 460204477 
Masters Dissertation, June 2019 
17 
affect 
un/happiness 
in/security 
dis/satisfaction 
dis/inclination 
judgement 
(social esteem)4 
normality 
capacity 
tenacity 
appreciation 
reaction 
composition 
valuation 
Table 2.3 Types of affect, judgement and appreciation (Martin & Rose, 2007, p. 66-69) 
 
Graduation is used to amplify attitudes, that is, to say “how strongly we feel about 
someone or something” (Martin & Rose, 2007, p. 42). This can occur through the use of 
intensifiers (e.g. very, extremely, better, worst), words that sharpen or soften the focus (e.g. 
real, kind of, about, exactly), and attitudinal lexis, that is, words that are inherently evaluative 
and gradable (e.g. happy, delighted, ecstatic) (Martin & Rose, 2007, p. 44).  
Engagement looks at the sources of attitudes; whether these come from a single voice 
(monogloss), or multiple voices and viewpoints (heterogloss) (Martin & Rose, 2007). I 
occasionally draw on the heteroglossic subcategories of projection (quoting or reporting what 
someone has said), modality (lexis used to temper how certain something is e.g. must, could, 
might, etc.) and concession (lexis used to counter expectations e.g. but, even if, etc.) (Martin & 
Rose, 2007) as relevant to the discussion of attitude. 
To analyse attitude in texts, who or what is evaluated (the target) is generally the 
starting point. Where the target of evaluation is an entity, this is generally coded as 
appreciation, and where the target is a person, as judgement. However, in some cases, double-
coding is possible, for example, when attitudinal lexis associated with the judgement of people 
(e.g. brave) is used to evaluate a non-human target (e.g. innings). In this case, one instance of 
attitude is ‘inscribed’ (direct) and the other ‘invoked’ (implied) (Martin & White, 2005, p. 68). 
In relation to sports, Martin and White (2005, p. 67) state that where athletes are directly 
                                                
4 Moral judgements i.e. judgement social sanction, is not dealt with in this research. 
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judged in a role, this invokes (implies) appreciation of performance, and vice versa (see Table 
2.4). 
 
Inscribed judgement & invoked appreciation Inscribed appreciation & invoked judgement 
s/he proved a fascinating player 
s/he proved a splendid player 
s/he provided a balanced player 
s/he prvid an economical player 
s/he proved an invaluable player 
it was an average innings 
it was a strong innings 
it was a brave innings 
it as an honest innings 
it was a responsible innings 
 Table 2.4 Borderline cases (adapted from Martin & White, 2005, p. 68) 
 
An alternative approach to cases where there is a connection between a person (e.g. an 
athlete, a writer) and a non-human entity (e.g. a performance, a novel) is proposed by Bednarek 
(2009). She suggests this type of attitude be described as “metonymically implicated” (p. 116), 
recognising that while grammatically the target of evaluation might be the innings, it is also an 
evaluation of the players who are logically responsible for the innings. For example:  
 
they played fantastic → judging the players, metonymically appreciating the play 
a great innings → appreciating the innings, metonymically judging the players  
(p.118) 
 
Another area of debate in appraisal research relates to adjectives that derive from and 
reference emotion e.g. surprising/boring/disappointing (Bednarek, 2009, p. 120). Martin and 
White (2005) argue it is important to distinguish between the emotion that someone feels 
(affect) compared to “ascribing the power to trigger such feeling to things” (appreciation) (p. 
57-58), where the latter is detached from a human experiencer. As such, they suggest these 
types of adjectives should be classified as appreciation: reaction. Bednarek (2009), however, 
considers these types of adjectives to be ‘polyphonic’ in that they resonate with both 
appreciation and affect, and therefore argues that they should also be considered in terms of 
affect for three reasons: they are emotive lexis; they can be classified in the affect 
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subcategories (as outlined in Figure 2.2); and the co-text often refers to or implies an emoter 
(p. 121-123).  
In this dissertation, I primarily follow the conventions used by Martin and Rose (2007) 
for analysing appraisal. However, in some cases I also draw on terminology from Martin and 
White (2005), especially with respect to inscribed (direct) and invoked (implied) appraisal. In 
other cases, I draw on Bednarek’s (2009) categories of polyphony in appraisal. 
2.5. Method of analysis 
To analyse patriarchal discourses and appraisal, three keyword lists are first generated using 
AntConc (version 3.5.7), a freeware, offline tool developed for use in corpus linguistic research 
(Anthony, 2018). To analyse patterns in the whole corpus (Chapter 3), I generate a keyword 
list using the NOW reference corpus. To analyse diachronic differences (Chapter 4), I generate 
two keyword lists comparing the AFLW sub-corpora to each other.  
Each list is manually reviewed and the keywords are categorised into broad topics (e.g. 
words relating to AFL, other sports, player names, etc.) to better understand the “style” and 
“aboutness” of each corpus (Scott, 1999, cited in Baker, 2006, p. 127). Then, keywords likely 
to provide insights into whether the four patriarchal discourses are presented in the AFLW 
corpus are identified. As such, not all keywords identified are explicitly evaluative. For 
example, reference to body parts may provide evidence of objectification, but this can only be 
confirmed through analysis of co-text. Other evaluative keywords not particular to the 
patriarchal discourses are also identified, as they may point to the presence of appraisal.  
Qualitative analysis is undertaken using the concordance tool, and, where necessary, 
the full article, to verify how the keywords are being used in co-text. For those keywords 
showing evidence of potential evaluative use, appraisal analysis is undertaken. Particular focus 
is given to attitude, however both graduation and engagement are also considered. I do not 
explicitly double code (i.e. where one type of attitude implies/invokes another or is 
metonymically implicated) but will discuss some of the more interesting cases in the analysis. 
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Chapter 3: Patriarchal discourses in the AFLW corpus  
In this chapter, I analyse the AFLW corpus to identify any potential evidence of the patriarchal 
discourses discussed in Chapter 1 (i.e. gendered othering, objectification, trivialisation, and 
gender stereotypes). Using corpus linguistics combined with appraisal analysis where relevant, 
I examine whether keywords provide any evidence of these discourses. 
3.1 Overview of the AFLW corpus 
To start, a keyword list was generated in AntConc (Anthony, 2018) for the AFLW corpus 
using the NOW subset of Australian articles as the reference corpus. The p-value was set to 
0.001 (Log Likelihood 4-term 10.83), equating to 99.99% confidence the results are not due to 
chance (Baker, 2006). A frequency cut-off of 5 was applied to focus on the more salient 
keywords. This provides a total of 698 keywords (see Appendix D). Women’s has the highest 
keyness (+8139.99) (raw frequency 614), followed by AFL (+4489.72) (raw frequency 654). In 
terms of broad topic categories, the AFLW corpus contains keywords related to the football 
league, gameplay, key players and other participants, time, and other sports, alongside 
categories that could point to appraisal or patriarchal discourses such as ‘ability/skill’ and 
‘emotions/feelings’ (see Table 3.1). Subsequent analysis will focus only on these keywords, as 
they are likely to provide insights into whether patriarchal discourses are present in the AFLW 
corpus. For example, keywords classified as “body parts and clothing” could be used for 
objectification to comment on women’s bodies and appearance. But only analysis of the words 
in co-text can reveal if this is the case. 
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Category Keywords 
gender & marking aflw, aflw's, boys, female, females, gender, girl, girls, male, men, men's, vwfl, w, 
wawfl, wbbl, wnba, wnbl, women, women's, wvfl 
body parts & 
clothing 
acl, eye, jumper, knee, spine, wear 
ability/skill fast, skilful, skill, skills, speed, talent, talented, versatile, versatility 
success/failure (inc 
awards) 
award, awards, best brownlow, elite, fairest, flags, honours, medallist, mvp, 
nominated, star, stars, success, winner 
personal/ 
relationships 
age, born, brother, carer, childhood, dad, daughter, father, gay, job, kiss, marriage, 
marry, midwife, mum, sex, sister, twin, twins, vinny, young 
physicality athlete, endurance, powerhouse, fitness, strong, tough, tall 
emotions/feelings excited, excitement, grateful, happy, hope, love, loved, want 
Australian football 
(league/ 
competition) 
academy, afl, afl's, aflpa, association, club, club's, clubs, coach, coaches, coaching, 
code, codes, comp, competition, competition's, contract, deal debut, draft; drafted, 
exhibition, expansion, final, finals, fixture, football, football's, footballer, 
footballers, footy, footy's, game, game's, games, inaugural, league, league's, 
leagues, licence, licences, marque, match, matches, national, nominate, paid, pick, 
picks, player, players, players', pool, premiership, premierships, proposal, 
recruited, round, rule, rules, season, season's, sign, signed, signing, signings, 
sponsors, sponsorship, team, team's, teammates, teams, tier, trade, traded, training, 
trialled 
gameplay & 
positions 
backline, boots, bounds, captain, captained, captains, clash, contest, defender, 
defenders, field, finals, forward, fulltime, goal, goalkeeper, goalkicker, goals, 
ground, halftime, intercept, jumper, kick, kicked, kicking, kicks, manager, mark, 
marks, matches, midfield, midfielder, midfielders, onballer, oval, play, played, 
playing, quarters, reads, rivalry, ruck, ruckman, rule, rules, run, snapped, stadium, 
stoppages, teammate, training, umpires, wings 
people names 
(players, coaches, 
executives) 
aasta, alicia, aliesha, alison, arnell, ashmore, ayre, bella, bianca, birch, blackburn, 
bontempelli, bowers, brennan, bri, brianna, cameron, casey, chelsea, chiocci, 
cordner, courtney, daisy, dal, damien, darcy, davey, dermott, dilena, donnellan, 
downie, ebony, eddie, elise, eliza, ellie, ellyse, emma, erin, ernst, eva, exon, 
fitzpatrick, frederick, gahan, gibson, gillon, goddard, groves, harris, helen, hickey, 
hope, hope's, hosking, hutchins, jakobsson, jess, jessica, kaitlyn, kara, karen, kate, 
katie, kearney, kellie, keryk, kimmince, king, lambert, lauren, lavinia, lethlean, 
lochland, madeline, marinoff, mcguire, mcintosh, mclachlan, meg, mel, melissa, 
mithen, mo, moana, moody, nat, natalie, nicola, o'connor, o'dea, o'neal, paxman, 
pearce, perkins, phillips, phillips', pos, randall, renee, roden, sabrina, sarah, 
seaford, sheahan, shelley, shierlaw, siekman, simon, starcevich, steph, stevens, 
sutherland, tayla, tracy, traub, vescio 
other names: clubs, 
grounds 
adel, adelaide, bendigo, blues, blues', bris, brisbane, bulldog, bulldogs, bulldogs', 
carl, carlton, carlton's, collingwood, collingwood's, cranbourne, creek, crows, 
crows', darebin, dees, demon, demons, demons', devils, diamond, dockers, dogs, 
essendon, etihad, fremantle, gabba, geelong, giants, ground, grounds, gws, 
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hawthorn, ikon, kilda, lions, magpie, magpies, magpies', mcg, melb, melbourne, 
melbourne's, metricon, park, pies, princes, richmond, saints, seaford, sharks, 
thebarton, venue, venues, wb, western 
other sport adf, aflw, aflw's, auskick, ball, bash, basketball, basketballer, cricket, cricketer, 
cricketers, darebin's, frisbee, grassroots, javelin, marquee, matildas, netball, opals, 
oval, pitcher, rookies, run, runner, sevens, skating, soccer, sport, sporting, sports, 
tennis, thrower, vfl, vwfl, wawfl, wbbl, wnba, wnbl, wvfl 
time already, day, february, friday, march, next, night, night's, october, october's, pm, 
saturday, saturday's, starts, time, today's, tonight, until, week, weeks, year, years', 
yesterday, yesterday's, yet 
Table 3.1 Categorisation of lexical keywords in the AFLW corpus 
  
3.2 Gendered othering 
Words referring to both female and male persons are ‘key’ in the AFLW corpus (e.g. girls, 
women; boys, men). Gendered othering can occur through the discursive practice of male 
firstness and gender marking, as well as through comparison of female athletes to their male 
counterparts. Corpus analysis is particularly suited to identify any instances of male firstness 
and gender marking, whereas comparisons are more likely to be identified in the text analysis. 
Some evidence of male firstness exists in the AFLW corpus with regard to the 
construction ‘gender’ and/or ‘gender’ occuring a total of 32 times.5 The most common 
construction (60%) is female-female (e.g. girls and women, women and girls), with an age 
descriptor often used (e.g young women). However, there is still evidence of male firstness 
occurring at a 7:2 ratio compared to female firstness (see Table 3.2). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
5 Male firstness as it pertains to proper names is outside the scope of this research. 
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 Construction Frequency 
male firstness men and women  
male and female  
males and females 
boys and girls 
boys or girls 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
 Total: 7 
female firstness women and men 
female and male 
1 
1 
 Total: 2 
Table 3.2 Gender firstness constructions in the AFLW corpus 
 
To analyse for gender marking, all instances of women’s and men’s followed by AFL, 
league, competition and game were identified and viewed in co-text. Results show the 
women’s league is gender marked much more frequently than the men’s league (see Table 
3.3). While there is only a single occurrence of the string AFL men’s compared to 126 
instances of AFL women’s, this is likely attributed to the dataset focussing on AFLW. The use 
of the term AFL is used interchangeably to refer to both the sport generally as well as the 
men’s league, and in a few cases is unclear whether it refers to both leagues or just the men’s. 
 
women’s  Freq. men’s Freq. 
women’s AFL 30 men’s AFL 2 
women’s league 134 men’s league 2 
women’s competition 49 men’s competition 6 
women’s game 34 men’s game 7 
Total marked 247 Total marked 17 
Table 3.3 Women’s and men’s co-occurring with references to Australian football 
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On the few occasions where the men’s league is gender marked, this is used for 
clarification or comparison, always with reference to the women’s league. Often, there is 
explicit comparison through comparative construction (in bold): 
(1)	  	   The	  eight-­‐week	  AFLW	  season	  will	  in	  many	  ways	  be	  as	  professional	  as	  the	  men's	  competition,	  
with	  a	  match	  review	  panel	  and	  testing	  for	  performance-­‐enhancing	  drugs.	  (BPRV11-­‐2)	  
(2)	  	   Clubs	  can	  trade	  players	  and	  draft	  picks,	  but	  picks	  are	  not	  as	  valuable	  in	  the	  AFLW	  as	  in	  the	  
men's	  league	  because	  of	  the	  lack	  of	  depth	  in	  playing	  ranks.	  (AFTR05-­‐3.txt)	  
(3)	  	   I	  doubt	  it	  will	  ever	  be	  as	  popular	  as	  the	  men's	  league	  but	  good	  on	  them	  for	  giving	  it	  a	  go.	  
(BOLT06-­‐1) 
Additionally, there is evidence of gender marking women’s sports more widely, 
presented through the marker “w” in official league names (WNBA, WBBL, WVFL, WAWFL, 
VWFL, WNBL, W-League) as well as the possessive “women’s” (e.g. Women’s Big Bash 
League, women’s cricket, women’s football, women’s rugby, women’s soccer, women’s sport, 
VFL women’s).  
These explicit instances of gendered othering presented above are bolstered by a more 
general narrative of comparison running through the AFLW corpus, with female players and 
the women’s game continually compared to their male counterparts by a variety of voices. 
Such comparison reaffirms sport as a male domain. Throughout this chapter, I will return to 
this narrative of comparison as it presents itself through the qualitative analysis. 
3.3 Objectification 
The keyword analysis found no objectification through overt focus on body parts or clothing. 
However, there are three keywords for body parts (knee, spine, eye) and two references to 
clothing (jumper, wear) which may point to appraisal so are analysed below. Additionally, the 
word pretty appears, which could either reference physical attractiveness or be used as an 
intensifier. In co-text, all instances of pretty (28) are in fact used as an intensifier (graduation 
rather than appreciation), frequently co-occurring with words construing both positive and 
negative appraisal (e.g. pretty amazing, pretty awesome, pretty special, pretty strenuous, pretty 
stressful, pretty tough).  
Melissa Kemble | 460204477 
Masters Dissertation, June 2019 
25 
In terms of body parts, knee refer to injuries, often co-occurring with ACL, spine is 
largely used as a metaphor to describe the team structure on the field, and eye is used in the 
sense of having a goal (has an eye on, got her eye on, keep their eye on) or attracting attention 
(catch the eye, take the eye, eye-catching). The later sense of eye is used evaluatively, but there 
is no objectification: 
(4)	  	   IF	  the	  AFLW's	  new	  ad	  is	  a	  guide,	  the	  first	  season	  is	  going	  to	  be	  eye-­‐catching	  [+appreciation].	  
(BADV01-­‐1)	  
(5)	  	   But	  it	  was	  those	  not	  yet	  with	  a	  national	  league	  home,	  including	  Darebin's	  tough	  midfielder	  Elise	  
O'Dea	  and	  versatile	  forward	  Jessica	  Dal	  Pos	  that	  would	  have	  caught	  the	  eye	  [+judgement	  or	  
+appreciation]	  of	  recruiters.	  (BINQ09-­‐2)	  
(6)	  	   COLLINGWOOD	  MOANA	  HOPE	  28,	  full-­‐forward	  St	  Kilda	  Sharks	  (WVFL)	  Day	  job:	  Traffic	  
operations	  manager.	  Tattoos	  take	  the	  eye	  [-­‐appreciation]	  but	  forward-­‐line	  heroics	  in	  the	  air	  and	  
on	  the	  ground	  are	  no	  gimmick.	  (BPRF07-­‐2)	  
(7)	  	   Richelle	  Cranston	  Age:	  27	  Hgt:	  171cm	  Forward.	  Another	  player	  from	  Geelong,	  this	  one	  with	  a	  
gridiron	  background.	  Her	  dreadlocks	  catch	  the	  eye	  [+/-­‐appreciation],	  as	  does	  her	  pace.	  Can	  find	  
the	  goals,	  play	  midfield	  or	  even	  take	  a	  turn	  in	  the	  ruck.	  (BPRF02-­‐06) 
It is not eye itself that is evaluative here, but rather all four examples are idiomatic 
(catch/take + eye). Idioms are not directly dealt with in appraisal, however, given their 
similarity with lexical metaphor (i.e. non-core vocabulary with non-literal meanings), they will 
be treated accordingly as implied attitude. In both examples 4 and 5, there is no objectification 
as the targets of evaluations are not body parts. In 4, the target is the first season and so the 
expression eye-catching is implied positive appreciation. In 5, the target is people (those not 
yet with a national league home, including Darebin's tough midfielder Elise O'Dea and 
versatile forward Jessica Dal Pos), however it is unclear from the co-text whether it is their 
ability [+judgement: capacity] or performance [+appreciation: reaction] that is being evaluated.  
Comparatively in 6 and 7, the targets of evaluation are tattoos and dreadlocks. In 6, 
tattoos are negatively appraised [-appreciation] by the implication that they are a gimmick. The 
writer reveals their bias against tattoos, thus also construing negative evaluation of the player 
based on her body adornment. The co-text immediately moves to positively appraising her 
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forward-line heroics as not a gimmick [+judgement: capacity].6 Example 7 has two targets of 
evaluation: initially, it is dreadlocks that are the target, but looking at the co-text, pace is also a 
target. We must look more widely at the co-text to understand whether these are positive or 
negative evaluations. Dreadlocks could be considered either, depending on the reading 
position, thus is ambiguous appreciation. Pace is an important skill in football. It is 
immediately followed by positive tokens of capacity, describing Cranston’s ability to 
successfully play in different positions. Thus, this is positive appreciation of pace while also 
metonymically implicating positive judgement of Cranston. So while both 6 and 7 provide 
some evaluation of players’ appearances, the focus is on non-stereotypical body parts, and no 
evidence of objectification is found. 
In terms of clothing, both jumper and wear refer to player uniforms (e.g. football 
jumper, wear a helmet, wear [socks] low), and are not concerned with objectification. 
However, in one article, wearing a dress is equated with stereotypical femininity: 
 
(8)	  	   HM:	  You've	  said	  [engagement]	  you	  were	  a	  tomboy	  [-­‐judgement]?	  
DP	  [Daisy	  Pearce]:	  Yes,	  absolutely	  [graduation+].	  I	  played	  football	  and	  dressed	  myself	  in	  boys'	  
clothes	  and	  hated	  [-­‐affect]	  tying	  my	  hair	  up.	  People	  would	  often	  confuse	  me	  for	  a	  boy.	  I	  
remember	  being	  a	  bit	  reluctant	  [graduation-­‐][-­‐affect]	  to	  tell	  people	  my	  name	  because	  a	  name	  
like	  Daisy	  usually	  gave	  it	  away!	  I	  preferred	  [+affect]	  my	  own	  internal	  embarrassment	  [-­‐affect]	  
over	  any	  awkward	  confrontation	  [-­‐appreciation]	  -­‐	  still	  do!	  
HM:	  You	  were	  aware	  of	  your	  insecurities	  [-­‐affect]	  	  as	  an	  11-­‐year-­‐old?	  
DP:	  I	  was	  always	  [engagement]	  aware	  that	  I	  was	  a	  bit	  different	  [graduation-­‐][-­‐judgement].	  As	  I	  
got	  older,	  into	  my	  teens,	  I	  started	  wanting	  [+affect]	  to	  express	  myself	  differently	  and	  be	  more	  
"girlie"	  [judgement],	  but	  [engagement]	  every	  time	  I	  did	  wear	  a	  dress	  or	  tie	  up	  my	  hair	  everyone	  
would	  comment.	  People	  had	  good	  intentions	  [+appreciation],	  but	  [engagement]	  it	  just	  created	  
attention	  -­‐	  that	  I	  didn't	  want	  [-­‐affect]	  -­‐	  so	  I	  consciously	  phased	  the	  girlie	  clothes	  in	  and	  
sometimes	  just	  stuck	  with	  what	  people	  were	  used	  to.	  It's	  scary	  [-­‐affect]	  to	  think	  your	  11-­‐year-­‐
old	  brain	  would	  be	  thinking	  about	  all	  that.	  (BINT09-­‐1) 
                                                
6 Heroics presents an interesting case. If treated as an entity it would be direct appreciation, implying judgement. 
However, if considered a live grammatical metaphor (considered as an incongruent nominal realisation of a 
process or quality) then it would be coded as inscribed (direct) judgement of player capacity. Either way, 
judgement of the player is involved. 
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The journalist initiates a discussion of gender identity by positioning Pearce as a 
tomboy who had insecurities. The use of past tense were in the initial question implies that the 
identity of tomboy is not one that Pearce still holds today. Pearce embraces her identity by 
agreeing (Yes, absolutely) and describing herself as a bit different. She then mentions her past 
desire to be more “girlie”. The use of scare quotes here signals a distancing from the 
stereotype, however it is not clear whether this originates from Pearce or the journalist.  
Throughout this excerpt, instances of negative affect (hated, reluctant, embarrassment, 
insecurities, [didn’t] want, scary) outweigh those of positive affect (preferred, wanting). The 
emotions are experienced by Daisy, and triggered by the gendered expectations that other 
people had of her when she was a young child. There is a sense of feeling ashamed and 
uncertain of herself, combined with a desire to make changes to her appearance in order to fit 
in. While this is only one example, it has provided some insight into how gender ideologies, 
which will be further discussed in section 3.5, are presented within the corpus. 
3.4 Trivialisation 
Trivialisation can occur through infantilisation, as well as by placing more emphasis on 
personal lives than sporting successes, with such successes attributed to luck or chance rather 
than skills. The keyword results show that while there is emphasis placed on personal lives, 
there is greater frequency of keywords related to other sports, and no keywords pointing to 
luck or chance (see Table 3.1). When viewed in co-text, the sporting keywords are often used 
in relation to the players previous ‘professional’ sporting experience.7 However, job generally 
refers to players ‘day’ jobs, rather than their role as AFLW players, and is often in context of 
discussing the proposed AFLW player minimum wage ($8500). Other ‘personal’ keywords are 
largely related to gender roles and relationships, so will be addressed in section 3.5.  
I will now discuss select keywords related to ability/skill and success/failure, then move 
to discussing infantilisation.  
3.4.1 Ability and success 
As shown in Table 3.4, keywords related to ability and success are positive, and there are no 
keywords related to luck, chance or failure. The keywords for success are in relation to awards 
                                                
7 Not all of the women playing other sports were doing so in the same professional context available to their male 
counterparts. Rather, I used this in the sense of focussing on their previous experience as athletes.  
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after the season (e.g. best-and-fairest winner) so will be discussed in Chapter 4 where I 
compare the ‘before’ and ‘after’ coverage. 
 
Category Keyword Keyness Frequency 
ability/skill talent 
skills 
skilful 
versatile 
talented 
versatility 
speed 
fast 
skill 
+215.61 
+40.75 
+33.93 
+26.32 
+17.39 
+16.19 
+15.06 
+12.12 
+11.62 
70 
32 
6 
8 
11 
5 
24 
24 
10 
luck/chance n/a   
success 
(including 
awards) 
fairest 
best 
awards 
nominated 
honours 
brownlow 
medallist 
award 
success 
mvp 
flags 
winner 
+316.25 
+124.65 
+44.97 
+28.92 
+27.56 
+24.92 
+20.52 
+18.86 
+15.52 
+13.31 
+12.19 
+11.37 
41 
162 
29 
12 
10 
7 
8 
23 
29 
7 
6 
19 
failure n/a - - 
Table 3.4 Keywords related to ability and success8 
 
The lemma TALENT describes athletes (e.g. the best female talent in the country, some 
of Australia's best young female football talent) [+judgement: capacity], as well as a quality to 
be possessed (e.g. her obvious talent, the talent and passion shown) [judgement: capacity and 
appreciation: valuation]. There are no instances of negation, and no direct comparisons to the 
men’s players or league. 
                                                
8 The keywords fairest and best are the name of an award i.e the best-and-fairest award 
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In contrast, SKILL more frequently refers to a specific ability such as ball skills, foot 
skills and general game skills (e.g. developed their skills, honing our skills, the skills and 
courage), as well as appraises player ability (e.g. tough and skilful, highly-skilled) 
[+judgement: capacity]. While generally positive, there are five instances (10%) where SKILL 
(in bold below) is used in explicit comparison to the men’s game: 
(9)	  	   THE	  lowest	  standard	  country	  seconds	  team	  displays	  better	  skill	  levels	  than	  the	  girls	  did	  on	  
Saturday	  night.	  Damo,	  Shepparton	  (BOLT09-­‐3)	  
(10)	   "I	  can	  really	  see	  Melbourne	  over	  the	  summer	  months,	  after-­‐work	  games	  and	  mixed	  games	  as	  
more	  women	  become	  natural	  with	  the	  skills	  that	  boys	  have	  grown	  up	  with	  in	  the	  schoolyard,"	  
[Eddie	  McGuire]	  	  said."	  (BFTR09-­‐8)	  
(11)	  	   They	  showed	  us	  that	  they	  can	  handle	  a	  football	  just	  as	  gracefully	  and	  skilfully	  as	  men	  and	  the	  
Australian	  community	  turned	  on	  their	  TVs	  in	  droves:	  ratings	  showed	  it	  was	  the	  most	  watched	  
Saturday	  night	  AFL	  game	  of	  the	  season.	  (BOCL10-­‐2)	  
(12)	   Some	  women	  players	  already	  display	  the	  skills	  that	  will	  make	  them	  likely	  household	  names.	  
(BOED06-­‐2)	  
(13)	  	   We	  know	  the	  women	  won't	  be	  as	  good	  as	  the	  men.	  We	  know	  the	  skills	  are	  a	  work	  in	  progress.	  
We	  know	  horrendous	  errors	  will	  be	  made.	  (BOCL02-­‐1) 
In 9 and 10, the women are compared to the lowest standard country seconds team and 
schoolyard boys [-judgement: capacity], rather than their AFL male counterparts. Both of these 
examples come from sources other than the journalist; the former is a letter from the public and 
the latter is a quote from Collingwood president Eddie McGuire. Both of these attitudes 
position the current football domain as male, specifically excluding the AFLW players from 
the community. Example 11 provides the only positive comparison which positions the female 
and male players as being at the same level of ability [+judgement: capacity]. While 12 
initially appears to be positive appraisal [judgement:capacity], the use of some softens the 
position [graduation: focus-], implying that many female players currently do not display the 
skills referred to [-judgement: capacity]. Comparatively, 13 initially appears to be direct 
negative appraisal, however when going to the full text, there are additional layers of meaning 
that unfold: 
 
Melissa Kemble | 460204477 
Masters Dissertation, June 2019 
30 
(14)	  	   We	  know	  [engagement]	  the	  women	  won't	  be	  as	  good	  as	  the	  men	  [-­‐judgement].	  We	  know	  
[engagement]	  the	  skills	  are	  a	  work	  in	  progress	  [-­‐appreciation].	  We	  know	  [engagement]	  
horrendous	  errors	  [-­‐appreciation]	  will	  be	  made	  [-­‐judgement].	  
But	  [concession]	  we	  also	  know	  [engagement]	  the	  women	  will	  attack	  the	  opposition	  player	  and	  
contest	  with	  every	  bit	  the	  passion	  [+affect]	  and	  desire	  [+affect]	  of	  the	  men	  [+judgement].	  
(BOCL02-­‐1) 
The first paragraph provides one direct comparison to the men, and two other implied 
comparisons, all of which are negative appraisal. The following paragraph begins with but 
[engagement: concession], signaling a counter to the previous attitude put forward, then 
positively compares the women to the men. Interestingly, this comparison shifts from 
evaluations of player capability [judgement] and performance [appreciation] to player 
emotions [affect], providing a more stereotypical representation of female athletes as 
emotional. Further, the repetition of we know firmly establishes a connection between the 
reader and the writer. As this is a column, a level of subjectivity can be expected. However, the 
use of we introduces another source of evaluation into the text [engagement: projection], 
assigning responsibility for this opinion to both the writer and the reader. Combined with 
know, these evaluations are presented more as ‘facts’, leaving little room for the reader to 
counter this opinion. So while there might be some evidence of positive evaluation of the 
female players, overall the writer is both directly and implicitly presenting the football space as 
a place where males are the preferred. 
3.4.2 Infantilisation 
As shown in Table 3.5, the diminutive girl/s occurs far more frequently than the equivalent 
boy/s, which initially appears to be strong evidence of trivialisation.  
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Keyword Keyness Frequency 
girls 
girl 
+480.38 
+19.31 
122 
20 
boys 
boy 
+20.54 
n/a 
20 
6 
Table 3.5 GIRL and BOY9  
 
 
However, when looking at the target in co-text, both GIRL and BOY most frequently refer to 
children under the age of 18 rather than adults (see Table 3.6 (a)). GIRL often co-occurs with 
an age descriptor (e.g. young, youth, under-age), references to the future or growing up, or an 
adult female counterpart (e.g. women and girls), whereas BOY is always used as a reference 
point for girls’ opportunities in the sport. Nonetheless, Table 3.6 (a) suggests that there is 
indeed infantilisation where GIRL refers to adults. But it is not enough to simply look at the 
referent; the sources that use GIRL must also be considered (see Table 3.6 (b)).  
 
 
 GIRL BOY 
Reference to Freq. Percent Freq. Percent 
children (under 18) 86 60% 21 97% 
adults (18+) 49 35% 3 2% 
unclear 7 5% 2 1% 
Table 3.6 (a) Targets of GIRL and BOY 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
9 Boy is not a keyword, but is included here for reference 
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 GIRL (with adult referents) 
Sources Quote Report Writer Total 
Journalist - - 3 3 
Players 21 2 4 27 
Coach AFL (m) 
Coach other sport (f) 
1 
1 
0 0 1 
1 
AFL executive (f) 
AFL executive (m) 
2 
5 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
5 
Letter (f) 
Letter (m) 
- 
- 
- 
- 
2 
4 
2 
4 
Unknown source 1 - - 1 
Other (e.g. headlines, 
idioms, etc.) 
- - 3 3 
Total 31 2 16 49 
Table 3.6 (b) Sources of attitudes when using GIRL to reference adults 
 
Analysis of individual texts reveals GIRL with adult referent is largely used by the 
players themselves (57%). Other common sources include AFL executives (15%) and the 
general public via letters (13%). In these two rarer cases, sources are more likely to be male 
than female, although the frequency is too low to extrapolate any wider conclusions. When 
players use GIRL they most commonly refer to their teammates or other players (in bold): 
(15)	  	  	   "Everything	  is	  outside	  work	  hours	  because	  all	  the	  girls	  are	  working,"	  [Alison]	  Downie	  said.	  
(BFTR102)	  
(16)	  	   "We're	  trying	  girls	  in	  different	  positions	  ...	  we	  were	  trying	  new	  things	  today.	  We'll	  take	  a	  lot	  out	  
of	  that."	  [Demons	  midfielder	  Elise	  O'Dea	  said]	  	  (BFTR01-­‐2)	  
(17)	  	   "Some	  of	  these	  girls	  have	  become	  some	  of	  my	  best	  mates,"	  [Alicia	  Eva]	  said	  in	  accepting	  the	  
award.	  (AFTR05-­‐7)	  
(18)	  	   There	  will	  be	  a	  whole	  new	  pool	  of	  girls	  come	  draft	  time	  and	  it	  will	  all	  get	  bigger	  and	  better.	  
[Karen	  Paxman]	  (AOCL04-­‐1)	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Based on these results, we cannot conclude that girl/s is being used to trivialise players. 
While this use could be a perpetuation of stereotypical ideologies, alternatively it could also 
serve to establish an “in-group” (Holmes & Sigley, 2000, p. 260). It is possible, then, that girl/s 
is being reclaimed by players who are using it as a way to “stress familiarity and show 
solidarity” (Sigley & Holmes, 2002, p. 146). But, in the case of all but 18 (a column written by 
a player) we must also consider the selection of these quotes by the journalists. It is possible 
that quotes in which players tend to use ‘girls’ are selected (either purposefully or not) over 
those that do not.  
3.5 Gender stereotypes and ideologies 
There is some evidence of athletes being portrayed in line with stereotypical notions of 
femininity through reference to domestic roles and relationships, as well as a focus on 
emotions (see keywords categorised as ‘personal/relationships’ and ‘emotions/feelings’ in 
Table 3.1). I briefly discuss select keywords related to personal relationships, then move to 
discussing how physicality and emotions are presented.  
References to mum are mostly the players’ parents, rather than positioning the athletes 
themselves as mothers. Both sisters and twin/s generally refer to the same twin sisters who play 
(53%) or the same twin children of a player (35%). However, viewing the use of daughter 
along with male relations (dad, father and brother) in co-text, these keywords tend to position 
female players relative to those men, especially if they also play(ed) AFL (see Figure 3.2). This 
positioning of AFLW players relative to male family members reinforces the continued 
narrative of gendered comparison within the corpus, presenting another potential example of 
gendered othering.  
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Co-­‐captain	  is	  a	  daughter	  of	  former	  Magpie	  Greg	  Phillips	  
former	  chief	  football	  writer	  at	  the	  Herald	  Sun,	  said	  his	  daughter	  was	  living	  her	  dream.	  	  
Long's	  	  daughter	  waits	  on	  the	  Dons	  
MICHAEL	  Long's	  daughter	  has	  turned	  down	  playing	  offers	  from	  AFL	  clubs	  	  
GEELONG'S	  Lily	  Mithen,	  daughter	  of	  media	  personality	  Anthony,	  was	  the	  	  
play	  at	  Carlton,	  as	  will	  Breann	  Moody,	  daughter	  of	  former	  top	  horse	  trainer	  Peter	  Moody.	  	  
I	  was	  never	  going	  to	  knock	  it	  back."	  Sheahan,	  daughter	  of	  former	  Herald	  Sun	  chief	  footy	  writer	  Mike,	  	  
All	  he	  knew	  was	  that	  I	  was	  "Sheahan's	  daughter".	  At	  the	  start	  of	  last	  year,	  playing	  footy	  
Best-­‐on-­‐ground	  Phillips,	  the	  daughter	  of	  Port	  Adelaide	  great	  Greg,	  had	  28	  disposals,	  	  
But	  they	  turned	  out	  to	  be	  a	  support	  cast	  for	  Phillips,	  the	  daughter	  of	  Port	  Adelaide	  great	  Greg,	  	  
The	  Erin	  Phillips	  story	  is	  wonderful.	  The	  daughter	  of	  famous	  South	  Australian	  footballer,	  Greg	  
Basketball	  star	  Phillips,	  the	  daughter	  of	  former	  Port	  Adelaide	  Magpies	  and	  	  	  	  	  
Collingwood	  star	  Greg,	  
Very	  competitive	  and	  marking	  is	  another	  strength	  of	  the	  daughter	  of	  former	  racehorse	  trainer	  Peter	  Moody.	  	  
who	  represented	  the	  SA	  senior	  team	  in	  2016.	  The	  daughter	  of	  former	  SANFL	  player	  Keith	  Allan.	  	  
and	  I	  spoke	  to	  a	  few	  different	  clubs."	  The	  daughter	  of	  revered	  football	  journalist	  Mike	  Sheahan	  	  
Figure 3.2 Concordance lines for daughter 
  
In terms of physicality and emotions, players in the AFLW corpus are described as 
strong and tough, like a powerhouse, and having endurance and fitness. This is in contrast to 
findings from previous research, where descriptions of female athletes tend to focus on 
stereotypical ideals of physical femininity. Majority of these descriptions are portrayed 
positively or neutrally, rather than as overtly negative qualities for female athletes. In many of 
these cases, there is appraisal of player ability [judgement] or performance [appreciation], 
where often one type of appraisal invokes (implies) the other or is metonymically implicated. 
See for example strong in Figure 3.3: 
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  Magpies	  women's	  football	  boss	  Meg	  Hutchins	  said	  a	  	  strong	  backline	  was	  also	  a	  key	  pillar	  of	  its	  recruiting	  
and	  our	  midfield	  is	  obviously	  touted	  as	  being	  	  strong,"	  he	  said.	  "We'll	  utilise	  that.	  	  
Key	  position	  player	  from	  Bendigo	  who	  takes	  a	  	  strong	  mark.	  Workrate	  and	  endurance	  have	  impressed	  	  
Laura	  Attard	  Age:	  30	  Hgt:	  168cm	  Defender	  	  Strong,	  physical,old-­‐style	  defender	  from	  the	  	  
kicking	  52	  goals	  for	  Eastern	  Devils.	  Brilliant	  kick,	  	  strong	  hands.	  	  	  
and	  Natalie	  Plane,	  	  strong	  in	  the	  contest	  but	  with	  outside	  run,	  	  
Recruited	  from	  Melbourne	  Uni,	  the	  full-­‐forward	  is	  	  strong	  on	  the	  lead	  and	  uses	  her	  height	  to	  advantage.	  	  
Quintessential	  hard-­‐nosed,	  hard-­‐running	  defender.	  	  Strong	  in	  the	  air,	  great	  in	  one-­‐on-­‐one	  contests	  and	  
Diamond	  Creek	  best	  and	  fairest	  winner.	  Classy	  and	  	  strong-­‐bodied	  midfielder	  with	  a	  strong	  commitment	  to	  	  
to	  pass	  on	  to	  the	  next	  generation	  of	  women	  that	  being	  	  strong	  and	  being	  confident	  is	  such	  a	  special	  thing."	  	  	  	  
	  THE	  NEW	  KB	  	  KATIE	  Brennan	  is	  	  strong	  and	  confident.	  She's	  a	  centre	  half-­‐forward,	  
midfielder	  (Morphettville	  Park)	  Former	  surf	  lifesaver,	  	  strong	  and	  robust,	  breaks	  packs.	  Has	  improved	  her	  	  
"There's	  no	  one	  like	  her.	  She's	  a	  really	  good	  athlete.	  	  Strong,	  competitive.	  She's	  a	  dairy	  farmer	  so	  has	  got	  a	  lot	  	  
A	  little	  bit	  like	  Brian	  Lake,	  she's	  really	  	  strong-­‐bodied,	  really	  composed."	  	  	  
Figure 3.3 Concordance lines for strong 
Alongside this, however, there are also a number of keywords related to emotions 
[affect] (see Table 3.7). In most cases, these occur in direct or reported speech from players, 
coaches or executives who are sharing their (usually) positive thoughts and feelings about 
AFLW. For example, there is excitement about the league, both before and after the inaugural 
season. Players love football, are (really) excited and grateful to be involved in the 
competition.  
While there is no doubt that players are positioned as emotional, the use of emotions in 
news discourse, especially soft news and opinion pieces, is relatively common; emotional 
descriptions or attributions of emotion are used to engage readers with the story and the 
participants involved in it (Bednarek, 2010). While historically female athletes have been 
portrayed by the media in terms of emotional behaviours such as crying (eg. Caple, 2013; 
Crolley & Teso, 2017; ), the keyword results in the AFLW corpus point to affect in terms of 
mental processes (i.e. thinking, feeling, wanting). Further research is needed to determine 
whether this is simply a feature unique to this corpus.  
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Affect type Keyword Keyness Frequency 
un/happiness love 
happy 
loved 
+29.67 
+11.68 
+10.91 
54 
26 
14 
in/security confident +22.91 20 
dis/satisfaction excited 
excitement 
grateful 
+32.99 
+27.86 
+18.19 
23 
12 
9 
dis/inclination hope10 
keen 
want 
+324.86 
+20.78 
+20.42 
123 
16 
82 
Table 3.7 Emotive keywords in the AFLW corpus 
3.6 Summary 
Counter to historical representations of female athletes in sports media discourse, there is no 
evidence of objectification or sexualisation in the AFLW coverage. The keyword results point 
to athletes being described in terms of their ability and successes, as well as their strength and 
fitness. The text analysis reveals that the players are largely positioned as legitimate athletes 
who possess ability, skill, and talent. Instances of both positive and negative appraisal were 
identified, however, this is not surprising considering the corpus includes opinion articles and 
letters from the public, and that evaluation is a “vital” part of the sporting community (Walsh 
& Caldwell, 2016, p. 116). While there is evidence of possible infantilisation, this largely 
occurs in the players’ own (quoted) speech.  
 While the positive focus on players’ athleticism of shows a shift away from feminine 
stereotypes, this is coupled with a focus on personal/familial relationships and player emotions. 
Rather than being stereotypically positioned as mothers, wives or girlfriends, players are 
instead positioned as daughters to their (usually well-known) fathers. In terms of emotions, 
there is a slight shift, with no evidence of players being described in terms of excessive 
“emotional outbursts” (Caple, 2013, p. 288). Instead, emotion keywords largely come from the 
                                                
10 About 81% of instances the keyword hope refer to the player Moana Hope. When case is applied in AntConc, it 
remains a keyword with raw frequency of 21.  
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players themselves to describe their own thoughts and feelings, rather than the media 
projecting these emotions onto the players. 
The most problematic finding is that Australian football is consistently positioned as 
inherently and ‘naturally’ male. This occurs through both overt gender marking and repeated 
comparison to male players and the men’s league, where the males are always positioned as the 
‘normal’ or the preferred. In a corpus where news articles focus on the launch of a new 
(women’s) league, some level of comparison could be expected, and it seems sensible, perhaps 
even necessary in some cases, to utilise gender marking for reasons of clarity. However, there 
is a disproportionate tendency to gender mark the women’s league and not the men’s. Further, 
continued comparisons between the men and women position the men as the ideal standard, 
ignoring the fact that women have not had access to the same level of professional training and 
support that the men have had for several decades. It is highly doubtful that analysis of a male 
AFL corpus would find many instances where female athletes are held up as the yardstick of 
comparison. However, other results that were identified for the ALFW corpus could potentially 
be preset in such reporting (e.g. reference to male players’ emotions; cases where players refer 
to other players as boys; etc.). This study could thus be replicated with a men’s AFL corpus, 
which would allow a direct comparison of discourses of female and male athletes.  
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Chapter 4: Diachronic comparison of the AFLW sub-corpora 
In this chapter, I focus on differences between the AFLW-B and AFLW-A corpora. Again 
using the four patriarchal discourses as a starting point, I combine corpus linguistics with 
appraisal analysis where relevant to examine any patterns of change over time within the 
corpus and discuss the attitudes presented. 
4.1 Overview of the AFLW-B and AFLW-A corpora 
To start, keyword lists were generated in AntConc (Anthony, 2018) for the AFLW-B and 
AFLW-A corpora as compared to each other. The previously used p-value of 0.001 yielded too 
few results, so this was adjusted to the next available value of 0.01 (Log Likelihood 4-term 
6.63). The frequency cut-off was retained. This resulted in 108 keywords for the AFLW-B 
corpus and 110 keywords for the AFLW-A corpus (see Appendix E and F). As shown in Table 
4.1, both corpora have keywords related to the new league and forthcoming season, as well as 
player and club names. AFLW-B focuses on gameplay, other sports and money (earn, 
insurance, million, pay). Financial investment from the AFL Commission11, as well as player 
wages and insurance, are highly discussed topics leading into the inaugural season. 
Comparatively, AFLW-A focuses on player trades (agency, deals, exchange, picks, sign(ed), 
traded) as clubs make decisions on who to keep for the second season. Other keywords point to 
appraisal and/or the potential for patriarchal discourses. These constitute the starting point for 
comparing AFLW-B and AFLW-A, noting any significant difference or changes over time. 
I will now focus on select keywords to compare how specific aspects of the four 
patriarchal discourses are presented in AFLW-B compared to AFLW-A, noting any significant 
differences or changes over time. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
11 While the AFL Commission is the official name of the governing body of Australian football, though the term 
‘AFL’ is frequently used to refer to the Commission as well as to the (men’s) sport more generally.  
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Category AFLW-B AFLW-A 
gender & 
marking 
girls, men’s, women's AFLW, transgender, w, WNBA 
body parts & 
clothing 
hands, head, wear - 
luck/skill fast, speed - 
success/failure 
(inc awards) 
elite award, awards, fairest, final, gold, 
grand, honours, valuable 
personal/ 
relationships 
parents gay, human, kiss, marriage, married, 
normal, sex, wife 
emotion/feelings 
& other 
evaluation 
elite, exciting, good, hope absolutely, best, champion, 
disappointing, fairest, handy, star, top, 
valuable 
Australian 
football (league/ 
competition) 
afl, afl's, brand, drafted, earn, 
exhibition, facilities, football, 
footballers, footy, game, insurance, 
league, league's, marquee, match, 
million, national, pay, players', 
recruited, rules, training, trial, vfl 
agency, captain, clubs, commission, 
deals, exchange, expansion, final, grand, 
inaugural, licence, payment, picks, 
round, season, sign, signed, team, tier, 
trade, traded, vice 
gameplay & 
positions 
defender, game, inside, kick, kicking, 
match, midfielder, play, played, rules, 
trial 
disposals, points, team 
people names 
(players, coaches, 
executives) 
brennan, chiocci, eddie,	  hope, hutchins, 
lauren, mcguire, meg, o'connor 
ebony, erin, gahan, gibson, glouftsis, 
harris, karen, marinoff, o'neal, perkins, 
phillips, phillips', randall, tayla, tracy, 
vescio 
other names: 
clubs 
collingwood's, darebin, falcons, 
melbourne's, renegades, uni 
adel, adelaide, bris, brisbane, coast, 
crows, gold, lions, melb, saints, south, 
tasmania 
other sport football, footy, netball, rugby, sport, vfl - 
time ago, february, september, year's, years monday, period, thursday, tuesday 
audience broadcast, channel, fans, tv, watch - 
Table 4.1 Categorisation of lexical keywords in the AFLW-B and AFLW-A corpora 
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4.2 Gendered othering: gender marking  
Since gendered othering has already been discussed in Chapter 3 and there are no major 
differences between the two sub-corpora, I will only address gender marking here. The top 
ranking keywords (by keyness) are women’s in AFLW-B (+317.27) and aflw in AFLW-A 
(+134.31). While both provide evidence of gender marking, there is a shift in how this is 
presented by the sports media. Prior to the announcement of the official league name in late 
2016, a variety of naming practices are used (e.g. women’s AFL; women’s competition; 
women’s league). After the season, the league name is abbreviated (AFLW) in the same manner 
as the men’s league.  
Notably absent for both the lists are the gender-marked league names of other sports 
identified in section 3.2, which provides evidence of similarity between the two AFLW sub-
corpora. 
4.3 Objectification 
There is no evidence of objectification through the keyword analysis, with only wear, head and 
hands appearing in AFLW-B, and none in AFLW-A. As wear has been previously addressed 
(see section 3.3), I will only discuss head and hands here. 
The keyword head is largely used in the context of injury (e.g. a head knock) and 
gameplay (you ducked your head; it was over my head), although there is one evaluative 
instance used in a headline. In this later case, I went to the full article to better understand what 
meanings are construed and how the writer is positioning their readers.  
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(14)	  	   PHILLIPS	  AS	  HARD	  AS	  A	  CAT'S	  HEAD	  [+judgement]	  
CAT	  Phillips	  is	  one	  tough	  cookie.	  [+judgement]	  
The	  24-­‐year-­‐old,	  who	  has	  signed	  with	  Melbourne	  as	  a	  rookie	  for	  the	  inaugural	  AFL	  Women's	  
season,	  spent	  weeks	  with	  a	  broken	  sternum	  -­‐	  sustained	  in	  pre-­‐season	  training	  -­‐	  before	  realising	  
"this	  isn't	  getting	  any	  better"	  [engagement].	  
A	  "don't	  argue"	  to	  the	  chest	  from	  a	  Melbourne	  University	  teammate	  at	  training	  caused	  the	  
injury.	  
Phillips	  put	  up	  with	  the	  pain	  for	  weeks	  [+judgement]	  before	  seeing	  a	  doctor	  to	  learn	  of	  the	  
injury,	  but	  [engagement]	  it	  wasn't	  going	  to	  put	  her	  off.	  [+judgement]	  (BPRF10-­‐1)	  
The use of simile (as hard as) and pun (cat’s head) in the headline is derived from the 
beginning of the article, providing the framing or angle of the event (Bednarek & Caple, 2012, 
p. 100-101). Someone who is described as having a hard head can mean they are an obstinate 
or stubborn person or that they are physically tough. The lead follows with an idiomatic 
expression (tough cookie) to further evaluate the player as someone being both physically and 
emotionally tough. Further, the use of the words hard and tough reject stereotypical ideals of 
femininity, instead drawing on language more frequently used to describe male athletes. Both 
words could be considered direct appraisal, however, they are used in figures of speech (i.e. 
simile and idiom). Martin and Rose (2007) consider simile in terms of lexical metaphor, and 
therefore is treated as implied attitude. Idiom is not dealt with directly, but I follow the same 
approach as lexical metaphor i.e. implied attitude, thus, the nucleus of the article is implied 
judgement. 
Also notable is the use of hand. Aside from a few figures of speech (turned their hands 
from; gets hands on; in better hands) all instances reference the body part and are preceded by 
explicitly positive evaluative lexis (mostly clean and good), construing positive appraisal: 
 
 
 
 
Melissa Kemble | 460204477 
Masters Dissertation, June 2019 
42 
	  Also	  noted	  for	  her	  doggedness	  and	  clean	  	  hands.	  	  35	  Bianca	  Jakobsson	  Age:	  23	  Hgt:	  174cm	  	  
	  forward	  role.	  Noted	  for	  her	  strength	  and	  clean	  	  hands.	  	  10	  Sarah	  Jolly	  Age:	  25	  Hgt:	  162cm	  Forward	  	  
engine	  and	  never	  shies	  from	  a	  contest.	  Clean	  	  hands	  and	  is	  accurate	  by	  foot.	  Has	  been	  entrusted	  	  
His	  assessment?	  "She	  goes	  all	  right,	  good	  	  hands,	  kicks	  both	  sides,	  good	  awareness,"	  said	  	  
	  	  forward	  or	  be	  sent	  down	  back.	  Has	  good	  	  hands.	  	  28	  Jessica	  Anderson	  Age:	  19	  Hgt:	  177cm	  	  
	  junior	  player,"	  he	  said.	  "She	  read	  it	  well,	  good	  	  hands,	  good	  decisions,	  good	  vision.	  	  "She's	  finally	  	  
presenting	  all	  day	  and	  has	  an	  incredible	  set	  of	  	  hands.	  Kicked	  30	  goals	  last	  year	  for	  Eastern	  Devils.	  	  	  
	  52	  goals	  for	  Eastern	  Devils.	  Brilliant	  kick,	  strong	  hands.	  	  31	  Dayna	  Cox	  Age:	  23	  Hgt:	  163cm	  Midfielder	  	  
Figure 4.1 Concordance lines for hands 
However, in order to understand who or what is being appraised, we need to consider 
the target of evaluation and the surrounding co-text. Taking as an example has good hands, 
there are two possibilities: 1) good could be evaluating the target hands, which would be 
appreciation as hands are entities; or 2) [has] good hands could be considered an idiomatic unit 
of meaning to evaluate the person who ‘has’ them, thus judgement. There is also a clear logical 
connection between the athlete and their hands – and how they used them in sports 
performance. Such an example could be double-coded as involving both appreciation and 
(metonymically implicating) judgement. While I have drawn on a single example from the 
dataset, such logical connection are evident in majority of the instances provided in Figure 4.1, 
and as such they could be dually coded. 
 
4.4 Trivialisation: ability and success 
Only two keywords in AFLW-B are related to ability and none to success, whereas 13 
keywords in AFLW-A are related to success and none to ability (see Table 4.2). All keywords 
identified as evaluative in their co-text are used positively. Further, there are no keywords 
identified in relation to luck/chance or failure. 
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 AFLW-B AFLW-A 
Category Keyword Keyness Freq. Keyword Keyness Freq. 
ability/skill fast 
speed 
+7.98 
+7.98 
23 
23 
n/a - - 
luck/chance n/a - - n/a - - 
success 
(including 
awards) 
n/a - - fairest 
awards 
star 
final 
valuable 
win 
gold 
grand 
rising 
value 
honours 
champion 
award 
+50.64 
+48.25 
+18.07 
+16.3 
+15.64 
+11.81 
+9.67 
+9.08 
+9.01 
+9.01 
+8.89 
+8.76 
+7.72 
32 
25 
45 
47 
9 
22 
13 
33 
5 
5 
7 
6 
12 
failure n/a - - n/a - - 
Table 4.2 Keywords related to ability and success 
 
In terms of ability, the keywords previously identified in section 3.4 (TALENT, 
VERSATILE, SKILL) do not appear, indicating relative similarity in use both before the 
season and after. Notably, 32% of instances for fast (x6) and 29% for speed (x5) come from the 
same article (BPRF01-5). For keyword analysis, it is important to be aware that overuse of a 
particular item within a single article could potentially skew the results (Baker, 2006). 
However, it may also worth investigating what is occurring through a closer text analysis. 
Looking at the use of these words in the co-text of article BPRF01-5, the concept of ‘fastness’ 
is positioned positively, in relation to both player ability (fast players) [+judgement: capacity] 
and gameplay (a fast game) [+appreciation]. This concept is amplified [+graduation: force] 
through intensifiers (really fast, fastest) and attitudinal lexis (electrifying pace). Further, there 
is also an explicit comparison made with male players (in bold): 
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(15)	  	   "We've	  got	  Monique	  Hollick	  who	  runs	  2km	  in	  just	  over	  6min	  20sec,	  and	  that's	  fast.	  
"It's	  getting	  to	  Commonwealth	  Games	  times	  and	  is	  faster	  [+judgement][graduation+]	  than	  any	  
midfielders	  in	  the	  (Crows)	  men's	  group.	  (BPRF01-­‐5)	  
 
In contrast to other comparisons, 15 positively evaluates the female player, noting that 
she is faster than any male equivalents at her club [+judgement: capacity]. However, it does 
also provide another example of the narrative of comparison within the corpus, and as it occurs 
in quoted speech we must question whether this gendered comparison was made by the 
(female) coach who is quoted, or whether the (male) journalist has elicited it, and if so, why.12 
After the season, there is a shift from focussing on ability to focussing on success, 
largely through keywords related to awards (best-and-fairest; most valuable player; rising 
star). Awards are a formalised way of evaluation, telling us how we should feel about the 
award recipient (Martin & White, 2005, p. 45), that is, positively. Further, the names of these 
awards use attitudinal lexis to amplify the positive evaluation e.g. best-and-fairest and most 
valuable player [graduation: force+]. In comparison, star is positive lexis, but combined with 
the use of rising implies that the recipient, while noteworthy, is not yet the best or the most 
valuable.13 
4.5 Gender stereotypes: roles and relationships 
With respect to stereotypical gender roles and relationships, the keywords classified under 
‘personal/relationships’ point to a focus on personal sexual relationships after the season (see 
Table 4.3). Before the season only the keyword parents appears, largely (41%) coming from a 
single article (BINT09-1). 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
12 Infantilisation was extensively discussed in section 3.4 and so not addressed again here. However, it is worth 
noting that only girls appears as a keyword in AFLW-B. The lack of either girl or boys appearing as keywords 
provides evidence of relative similarity in use across the corpus. 
13 The keywords gold and champion are used in relation to sports other than AFLW so will not be discussed. 
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AFLW-A Keywords Keyness Freq. 
personal/ 
relationships 
marriage 
gay 
sex 
kiss 
wife 
married 
+74.81 
+63.68 
+50.58 
+30.45 
+30.45 
+13.84 
30 
23 
11 
11 
11 
5 
Table 4.3 Keywords related to personal relationships  
 
Viewed in context, all keywords in Table 4.3 revolve around a specific moment at the 
end-of-season awards ceremony: player Erin Phillips received an award and kissed her wife to 
celebrate. This focus on a same-sex relationship counters previous findings that media tend to 
preference female athletes who are in heterosexual relationships (Bruce 2016). However, it is 
possible that this shift from invisibility to visibility was largely due to timing; the topic of 
marriage equality in Australia was at the forefront of politics in 2017, and it was in this 
political context that “the kiss” was picked up by the media. The varied views and opinions on 
this topic in the wider political arena are reflected in the corpus, largely through columns and 
letters, though in some features and profiles as well. While it is beyond the scope of this 
research to elaborate, in general the kiss itself is neutrally or positively positioned, but attitudes 
towards the topic of marriage equality (as in opinion columns or letters) are widely varying. 
4.6 Evaluative keywords 
As seen in Table 4.4, there are more evaluative keywords after the season than before. All 
keywords are inherently positive except disappointing in AFLW-A. Concordancing shows that 
these words are consistently found in direct quotes or reported speech [engagement: projection] 
from players, coaches and AFL executives, as well as in letters from the general public. The 
use of external voices in news discourse through both direct and reported speech allows the 
writer to “increase newsworthiness” (Bednarek & Caple, 2012, p. 91) while simultaneously 
“assigning responsibility” for evaluative opinions to an external source (Martin & Rose, 2007, 
p. 51). Not only does the attributed material frequently contain evaluation, but the selection and 
use of this material can be used to position readers to align with the writer’s views and values 
(Martin & Rose, 2007). 
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Corpus Keyword Keyness Frequency 
AFLW-B hope 
exciting 
elite 
good 
+19.99 
+10.47 
+7.31 
+7.08 
112 
41 
44 
99 
AFLW-A star 
valuable 
best 
disappointing 
handy 
top 
value 
champion 
absolutely 
+18.07 
+15.64 
+15.01 
+13.93 
+13.29 
+9.67 
+9.01 
+8.76 
+7.71 
45 
9 
63 
7 
8 
36 
5 
6 
8 
Table 4.4 Explicit attitudinal keywords in the AFLW corpus 
 
Before the season, evaluative keywords are largely used in the context of the coming 
competition. Generally, the players and new league are positioned positively as elite athletes 
[+judgement: normality] with good skills [+judgement: capacity] and exciting gameplay 
[+appreciation: reaction], thus countering previous findings about women’s sport being less 
exciting and at a lower quality than their male counterparts. After the season, evaluative 
keywords are largely in context of awards (e.g. most valuable player; rising star; best-and-
fairest). There is a sense of looking back at the season, to reaffirm the quality of athletic ability 
and gameplay in a more institutionalised way.  
The juxtaposition of exciting in AFLW-B and disappointing in AFLW-B could be read 
as an interesting comment on the reception of the season; but concordancng showed that 
disappointing relates to the same-sex marriage discussion (see section 3.2.4) and is found in 
letters and columns where opinions are more likely to abound. There is, however, one instance 
which evaluates a game: 
 
(16)	  	   After	  a	  disappointing	  showing	  against	  Melbourne,	  Adelaide	  power	  forward	  Sarah	  Perkins	  had	  to	  
deliver	  and	  did,	  booting	  four	  goals	  against	  Collingwood	  to	  get	  her	  side	  into	  the	  grand	  final,	  
complete	  with	  her	  glorious	  goal	  celebrations	  [+appreciation:	  reaction].	  (AREV04-­‐2) 
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In 16, there is no directly stated emoter and so, following Martin and White (2005), a 
disappointing showing would be coded as direct negative appreciation [reaction] as the target is 
the noun showing. Taking Bednarek’s (2009) approach, it could be coded as negative affect 
[dissatisfaction], with the implied emoter being the journalist. However, viewing this in the 
wider co-text, the target of evaluation shifts from showing to the player, Sarah Perkins. Thus, 
this provides an example of metonymically implicated judgement [capacity], as Perkins would 
have been responsible for the disappointing showing.  
4.7 Summary 
Results from the keyword analysis show significant similarity between the two corpora. While 
there are some differences in how the patriarchal discourses are presented through the 
keywords, it is evident that these discourses persist after the season. Also evident is the 
continued comparison of the female athletes to their male counterparts (initially discussed in 
section 3.2 and mentioned throughout) that exists within this corpus.  
In terms of gendered othering, there is a shift in how the league is gender marked, 
moving from the possessive women’s before the season to the more institutionalised AFLW 
after. Words pointing to possible objectification only appear before the season. While analysis 
of these words in co-text found no evidence objectification, they do point to some appraisal of 
player ability and performance. The keywords pointing to trivialisation show high 
concentration of words related to ability/skill before the season coming from a single article. 
After the season, the focus is on to successes related to awards. There is a clear shift from 
addressing whether athletes are capable in AFLW-B to acknowledging the value of these 
athletes and the new league through the formalised system of awards in AFLW-A.  
In terms of gender stereotypes, the lack of familial keywords identified in Chapter 3, 
such as father and daughter, indicate relative similarity in use both before and after the season. 
However, in AFLW-A there are a number of keywords related to sexual relationships which do 
not appear in AFLW-B. It is clear through viewing the co-text that these cluster around a 
singular event which was widely reported across the media. While the focus on a same-sex 
relationship seems a promising move away from media preference for hetereosexual couples, it 
might simply have been a result of timing and ‘newsworthiness’. Further, the opinions and 
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evaluative lexis surrounding this topic vary widely, and so further research would be needed to 
make any conclusions. 
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Chapter 5: Conclusion 
Using corpus linguistics combined with text analysis of appraisal, this dissertation investigated 
how AFLW players are positioned and evaluated in the media in terms of patriarchal 
discourses.  This research contributes to the existing linguistic research on gender bias in 
Australian sports news discourse, and is the first of such studies to focus specifically on 
AFLW. It thus provides a foundation for both future research into gender biases in Australian 
football, as well as combining corpus linguistics with a model of evaluation from SFL.  
Considering this is the first such study, the scope is admittedly narrow, dealing with a 
single data source over one sporting season. The Herald Sun may have a vested interest in 
retaining their audience and media partnership, which could influence the types of articles 
published and the language employed when reporting on AFLW. Expanding the sources for the 
dataset (including non-traditional media), undertaking a multimodal analysis of text and 
images, as well as expanding the time frame may elicit different or more comprehensive 
results, especially given that previous research has shown sports are covered in different ways 
by different media (Denham, Billings & Halone, 2002, cited in Billings, et al., 2005). Teasing 
out the differences between genres (e.g. profile, match report, opinion columns) is also 
necessary. Further, comparison to news discourse covering men’s AFL is required to gain more 
insight into how the men are evaluated and positioned in the Australian football sporting 
sphere. 
This dissertation is one of very few studies on sports news discourse to combine corpus 
linguistics and SFL text analysis, focussing on appraisal. The strength of this mixed method 
approach is evidenced through the findings, and the focus on appraisal analysis has provided 
better understanding of how attitudes towards AFLW are presented in the corpus. Throughout 
this dissertation I have also raised some implications for analysing appraisal, such as the 
treatment of simile and idiomatic expressions which would benefit from further research. 
Idioms raise important questions about the unit of analysis in appraisal research. In addition, 
there have been a number of cases whereby appraisal could be read as either judgement or 
appreciation, depending on how the analysis is approached. This raises the question of how to 
deal with these instances in terms of appraisal, that is, whether we should continue to work 
with one type of attitude invoking another or move towards metonymically implicated attitude. 
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This phenomenon is especially pervasive in sports news discourse where players and their 
performances are inextricably linked and often evaluated using similar attitudinal lexis. 
Overall, this study has identified a potential positive shift in the way that female players 
are being described by the sports media in terms of objectification, sexualisation, trivialisation 
and emotivity. It is possible that high-profile reports for the Australian Sports Commission on 
media representations of female athletes (e.g. Lumby et al., 2014) and government inquiries 
into female participation in sport (e.g. Sport and Recreation Victoria, 2015) have had a positive 
impact. Overtly biased descriptions were not found, with keywords pointing towards these 
women being portrayed as athletes rather than objects. However, while the keyword results 
indicate a shift towards a less overtly biased description of female athletes, the text analysis 
points to hugely disproportionate gender marking and repeated comparisons to male players.  
In fact, the text analysis provides evidence that this gendered comparison exists 
throughout the corpus, with no changes in coverage before and after the season. The female 
players are repeatedly compared to the male players, both explicitly and implicitly, and 
frequently appraised as not being up to the male standard. In a handful of cases, such 
comparisons are favourable of the female players, however, researchers argue such positive 
comparisons can still “reinforce the superiority of male athletes” by positioning the norm as 
male (Bruce, 2016, p. 365). This pervasive prosody of comparison thus establishes the men’s 
AFL as the ideal, creating a “gendered hierarchy” (Fink, 2015, p. 333) within Australian 
football. The AFLW is consistently positioned in terms of gender, rather than sport, invoking 
an attitude of inferiority towards these sportswomen and the new league. 
 In early 2018, ahead of the second season, head of the AFLW Nicole Livingston made 
a public plea to stop comparing women’s football to the “boys” and “men’s football” (The 
Age, 2018). It remains to be seen if coverage of subsequent AFLW seasons continue this 
narrative of comparison, or if this is unique to the inaugural season. Thus, despite the 
successful launch of the inaugural AFLW season, the domain of Australian football remains 
traditionally male. This study represents an important baseline for future research, and 
demonstrates how patriarchal discourse can still intrude into newly established sporting leagues 
for female athletes. 
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Appendix A: Factiva search string 
 
A customised search string was used to capture general references to the league before it was 
officially named (i.e. "women's competition" or "women's league" and "afl") as well as the 
most common naming conventions used (i.e. "AFLW" or "AFL women's" or "women's AFL"). 
To create the search string, I read a selection of articles from the sports section during these 
time periods and made a list of common naming conventions and general references to the 
league. I then entered the search terms into Factiva based on their search string requirements. 
"AFLW" or "AFL women's" or "women's AFL"  
or "women's competition" or "women's league" and "afl" 
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Appendix B: Selection criteria  
 
Articles are included in the corpus if the angle of the article is AFLW, that is, mentioned in the 
headline and lead (nucleus), even if the article body mentions other women’s sports or men’s 
AFL. Articles are excluded from the corpus if women’s AFL is only mentioned in passing and 
not the focus on the headline and lead (nucleus).14 
 
Included Excluded 
Articles about: 
● the competition - this season and 
future including exhibition games in 
the lead up 
● the players - including recruitment, 
personal stories, potential players, 
etc.  
● the clubs and teams with focus on 
women's  
● gossip columns if in the newspaper 
viewpoint e.g. Whisper 
● comments or opinions from the 
public i.e. Letters; VoxPop; Text 
Talk; Hot Topic.15 
Articles about:  
● men's AFL i.e. teams, clubs, players, 
etc. 
● kid's AFL (under 18)  
● community or recreational level sport 
● Victoria Football League (VFL)  
● other sports such as basketball, 
cricket or rugby 
● commentators, tv and radio shows 
● lists or compilations not focussed on 
AFL e.g. Predictions, Workouts, Stars 
of 2016, Live List, etc. 
● Quizzes and Trivia 
● TV guides 
● Photographs and captions 
 
  
                                                
14 Factiva has a gap in online news articles, and so the decision was made to only include articles that were 
published in the print edition of the Herald Sun. 
15 These articles are often include a variety of topics. Here I am only including the relevant comments and have 
deleted those from the corpus which deal with topics not related to AFLW. 
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Appendix C: File naming convention 
Each news article was saved as an individual text file and named according to the following 
structure: 
 corpus, text type, month, dash, sequential number 
 
For example: 
 B (AFLW-B), PRF (profile), 01(Jan-17), - (dash), 1(the first profile in Jan)  
→ BPRF01-1 
 
Abbreviations for text types are below 
Advertising ADV 
Column (opinion) OCL 
Editorial (opinion) OED 
Feature FTR 
Gossip GOS 
Human Interest HIN 
Inquest INQ 
Interview INT 
Letters (opinion) OLT 
Match report MRP 
News brief16 NBR 
Preview PRV 
Profile PRF 
Review REV 
VoxPop (opinion) OVP 
 
                                                
16  I extended the category of news brief to cover sport-based soft news. It follows Caple’s (2008, cited in Ismail, 
2017) definition of a hard news brief, in that is it significantly shorter length than other articles, but is in this 
context is based on a sports news e.g. feature, match report, etc. 
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Appendix D: Keyword results for the AFLW corpus 
AFLW using NOW as reference 
Rank Freq 
 
Keyness Effect Keyword 
1 614 + 8931.99 0.0139 women's 
2 654 + 4489.72 0.013 afl 
3 305 + 4387.11 0.0069 it's 
4 233 + 2477.94 0.0053 aflw 
5 136 + 1977.62 0.0031 hgt 
6 117 + 1671.36 0.0027 i'm 
7 196 + 1450.75 0.0043 carlton 
8 198 + 1433.18 0.0044 collingwood 
9 350 + 1225.83 0.0056 league 
10 192 + 1195.45 0.0041 footy 
11 190 + 1120.15 0.0041 bulldogs 
12 77 + 1112.82 0.0018 we're 
13 422 + 1107.7 0.0053 players 
14 289 + 1102.83 0.0051 football 
15 74 + 1087.38 0.0017 she's 
16 150 + 1041.47 0.0033 cm 
17 120 + 1033.23 0.0027 marquee 
18 69 + 1013.91 0.0016 that's 
19 78 + 982.68 0.0018 don't 
20 188 + 950.72 0.0039 clubs 
21 122 + 941.87 0.0027 phillips 
22 62 + 911.04 0.0014 there's 
23 60 + 881.65 0.0014 we've 
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24 58 + 834.73 0.0013 i've 
25 54 + 769.98 0.0012 men's 
26 52 + 764.09 0.0012 afl's 
27 276 + 763.79 0.0042 melbourne 
28 120 + 728.06 0.0026 midfielder 
29 58 + 719.78 0.0013 vescio 
30 100 + 645.11 0.0022 inaugural 
31 45 + 633.53 0.001 you're 
32 218 + 630.74 0.0036 forward 
33 90 + 626.51 0.002 pearce 
34 44 + 619.01 0.001 year's 
35 320 + 612.83 0.0037 season 
36 384 + 611.86 0.0037 game 
37 190 + 605.96 0.0034 western 
38 472 + 603.45 0.0035 her 
39 41 + 602.45 0.0009 we'll 
40 186 + 589.72 0.0033 competition 
41 128 + 570.37 0.0027 draft 
42 473 + 545.09 0.0033 she 
43 122 + 480.38 0.0025 girls 
44 58 + 476.47 0.0013 mclachlan 
45 184 + 471.61 0.0031 player 
46 58 + 469.33 0.0013 daisy 
47 89 + 460.41 0.0019 defender 
48 31 + 455.51 0.0007 i'd 
49 160 + 448.71 0.0028 age 
50 40 + 440.98 0.0009 lethlean 
51 58 + 439.23 0.0013 erin 
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52 243 + 437.82 0.0031 play 
53 39 + 414.36 0.0009 darebin 
54 181 + 406.11 0.0029 club 
55 46 + 392.87 0.001 moana 
56 31 + 380.19 0.0007 didn't 
57 27 + 372.9 0.0006 wasn't 
58 31 + 368.23 0.0007 won't 
59 36 + 363.26 0.0008 can't 
60 25 + 358.87 0.0006 they're 
61 121 + 356.16 0.0023 sport 
62 24 + 352.65 0.0005 league's 
63 41 + 341.55 0.0009 kearney 
64 156 + 338.39 0.0025 playing 
65 50 + 338.19 0.0011 vfl 
66 23 + 337.96 0.0005 melbourne's 
67 32 + 333.66 0.0007 hm 
68 32 + 333.66 0.0007 sheahan 
69 33 + 325.99 0.0007 hutchins 
70 123 + 324.86 0.0023 hope 
71 48 + 323.93 0.0011 brennan 
72 22 + 323.26 0.0005 players' 
73 96 + 322 0.0019 female 
74 7 + 24.92 0.0009 brownlow 
75 70 + 311.94 0.0015 exhibition 
76 129 + 303.37 0.0023 teams 
77 109 + 301.55 0.0021 adelaide 
78 175 + 300.59 0.0025 women 
79 30 + 299.45 0.0007 tayla 
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80 31 + 282.55 0.0007 gillon 
81 90 + 280.51 0.0018 yesterday 
82 19 + 279.18 0.0004 collingwood's 
83 71 + 279.12 0.0015 lions 
84 138 + 278.48 0.0023 played 
85 32 + 273.47 0.0007 dp 
86 44 + 260.71 0.001 ruck 
87 115 + 260.13 0.0021 eight 
88 17 + 249.79 0.0004 club's 
89 17 + 249.79 0.0004 Ã¢ 
90 26 + 248.21 0.0006 ikon 
91 17 + 242.07 0.0004 you've 
92 19 + 235.97 0.0004 doesn't 
93 32 + 235.92 0.0007 davey 
94 28 + 231.41 0.0006 whitten 
95 41 + 229.44 0.0009 gws 
96 17 + 229.35 0.0004 hasn't 
97 19 + 227.94 0.0004 arnell 
98 55 + 227.21 0.0012 fremantle 
99 51 + 226.76 0.0011 harris 
100 75 + 226.42 0.0015 stars 
101 28 + 225.86 0.0006 hickey 
102 37 + 225.22 0.0008 katie 
103 33 + 221.87 0.0007 darcy 
104 15 + 220.41 0.0003 carlton's 
105 33 + 220.22 0.0007 blackburn 
106 62 + 219.95 0.0013 blues 
107 46 + 219.69 0.001 crows 
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108 18 + 219.03 0.0004 isn't 
109 17 + 216.26 0.0004 what's 
110 70 + 215.61 0.0014 talent 
111 20 + 213.69 0.0005 jakobsson 
112 42 + 212.63 0.0009 stevens 
113 82 + 211.91 0.0016 grand 
114 15 + 208.09 0.0003 i'll 
115 14 + 205.71 0.0003 bulldogs' 
116 33 + 205.52 0.0007 jess 
117 15 + 204.19 0.0003 couldn't 
118 36 + 200.89 0.0008 magpies 
119 51 + 195.03 0.0011 premiership 
120 40 + 190.62 0.0009 emma 
121 571 + 189.94 0.0021 will 
122 35 + 188.07 0.0008 netball 
123 15 + 183.32 0.0003 chiocci 
124 39 + 182.63 0.0009 kilda 
125 101 + 180.64 0.0017 star 
126 13 + 179.24 0.0003 she'll 
127 182 + 178.05 0.0021 really 
128 12 + 176.32 0.0003 ' 
129 12 + 176.32 0.0003 blues' 
130 608 + 175.08 0.002 said 
131 44 + 175.05 0.001 oval 
132 754 + 174.19 0.0019 be 
133 18 + 171.11 0.0004 aflpa 
134 67 + 169.19 0.0013 captain 
135 49 + 168.56 0.0011 elite 
Melissa Kemble | 460204477 
Masters Dissertation, June 2019 
65 
136 41 + 164.03 0.0009 herald 
137 135 + 163.16 0.0019 games 
138 11 + 161.63 0.0003 game's 
139 110 + 160.18 0.0017 match 
140 22 + 158.34 0.0005 meg 
141 24 + 156.77 0.0005 wnba 
142 14 + 154.82 0.0003 bris 
143 11 + 154.75 0.0003 yesterday's 
144 21 + 153.96 0.0005 wbbl 
145 75 + 151.42 0.0014 brisbane 
146 16 + 149.43 0.0004 ashmore 
147 36 + 147.95 0.0008 tier 
148 23 + 147.5 0.0005 nicola 
149 10 + 146.94 0.0002 footy's 
150 10 + 146.94 0.0002 they've 
151 705 + 145.57 0.0019 i 
152 22 + 143.78 0.0005 signings 
153 70 + 142.13 0.0013 pick 
154 55 + 140.11 0.0011 kick 
155 11 + 139.56 0.0003 exon 
156 52 + 139.54 0.0011 victorian 
157 69 + 135.49 0.0013 sports 
158 25 + 133.24 0.0006 lauren 
159 32 + 132.71 0.0007 soccer 
160 9 + 132.24 0.0002 wvfl 
161 15 + 130.92 0.0003 basketballer 
162 13 + 130.92 0.0003 paxman 
163 14 + 130.11 0.0003 o'dea 
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164 188 + 129.07 0.0019 team 
165 10 + 127.85 0.0002 australia's 
166 9 + 125.74 0.0002 football's 
167 20 + 125.29 0.0005 ellie 
168 7 + 13.31 0.0018 mvp 
169 19 + 123.41 0.0004 eva 
170 118 + 122.1 0.0017 national 
171 11 + 121.33 0.0003 gahan 
172 18 + 121.2 0.0004 groves 
173 88 + 121.2 0.0015 pay 
174 59 + 118.44 0.0012 pre 
175 20 + 118.2 0.0005 randall 
176 35 + 117.77 0.0008 picks 
177 8 + 117.55 0.0002 crows' 
178 8 + 117.55 0.0002 demons' 
179 8 + 117.55 0.0002 phillips' 
180 8 + 117.55 0.0002 team's 
181 60 + 117.41 0.0012 february 
182 9 + 116.2 0.0002 aasta 
183 35 + 116.03 0.0008 w 
184 12 + 115.9 0.0003 traub 
185 39 + 115.57 0.0008 priority 
186 11 + 114.61 0.0003 marinoff 
187 15 + 114.4 0.0003 hosking 
188 10 + 114.35 0.0002 mithen 
189 9 + 114 0.0002 siekman 
190 13 + 113.3 0.0003 bri 
191 9 + 112.06 0.0002 aren't 
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192 24 + 111.73 0.0005 boots 
193 10 + 111.36 0.0002 keryk 
194 8 + 111.27 0.0002 heraldsun 
195 8 + 111.27 0.0002 victoria's 
196 21 + 110.23 0.0005 pies 
197 110 + 110.11 0.0016 final 
198 25 + 108.25 0.0006 demons 
199 33 + 108.02 0.0007 kate 
200 68 + 107.94 0.0012 park 
201 8 + 107.54 0.0002 shierlaw 
202 10 + 107.22 0.0002 wawfl 
203 30 + 107.04 0.0007 richmond 
204 18 + 106.6 0.0004 rookies 
205 13 + 105.82 0.0003 brianna 
206 44 + 105.53 0.0009 exciting 
207 57 + 104.37 0.0011 cricket 
208 21 + 104.17 0.0005 mcguire 
209 25 + 103.89 0.0006 mcg 
210 7 + 102.86 0.0002 aflw's 
211 7 + 102.86 0.0002 competition's 
212 7 + 102.86 0.0002 darebin's 
213 7 + 102.86 0.0002 magpies' 
214 7 + 102.86 0.0002 night's 
215 15 + 102.8 0.0003 matildas 
216 9 + 99.59 0.0002 vwfl 
217 44 + 98.59 0.0009 signed 
218 8 + 98.44 0.0002 let's 
219 17 + 98.38 0.0004 lambert 
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220 31 + 97.6 0.0007 geelong 
221 7 + 96.83 0.0002 he's 
222 7 + 96.83 0.0002 lochland 
223 64 + 96.17 0.0012 training 
224 11 + 95.69 0.0003 downie 
225 33 + 95.68 0.0007 basketball 
226 29 + 94.97 0.0006 sarah 
227 142 + 93.73 0.0016 next 
228 19 + 93.18 0.0004 uni 
229 54 + 92.4 0.001 goals 
230 34 + 91.24 0.0007 signing 
231 96 + 90.74 0.0014 night 
232 29 + 89.58 0.0006 kicking 
233 7 + 88.44 0.0002 cannot 
234 6 + 88.16 0.0001 adelaide's 
235 6 + 88.16 0.0001 october's 
236 37 + 85.99 0.0008 male 
237 8 + 85.48 0.0002 ayre 
238 151 + 84.32 0.0016 think 
239 38 + 83.02 0.0008 sun 
240 13 + 82.91 0.0003 frederick 
241 33 + 82.45 0.0007 giants 
242 6 + 82.42 0.0001 we'd 
243 195 + 82.28 0.0017 my 
244 34 + 79.84 0.0007 athletes 
245 6 + 79.17 0.0001 hadn't 
246 17 + 79.15 0.0004 footballer 
247 14 + 78.62 0.0003 tracy 
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248 10 + 77.06 0.0002 javelin 
249 20 + 76.89 0.0004 fixture 
250 8 + 76.69 0.0002 roden 
251 19 + 75.99 0.0004 drafted 
252 111 + 75.86 0.0014 great 
253 19 + 74.93 0.0004 bash 
254 6 + 74.71 0.0001 wouldn't 
255 26 + 74.5 0.0006 licence 
256 24 + 74.47 0.0005 midfield 
257 5 + 73.47 0.0001 hope's 
258 5 + 73.47 0.0001 saturday's 
259 5 + 73.47 0.0001 they'll 
260 5 + 73.47 0.0001 today's 
261 5 + 73.47 0.0001 years' 
262 27 + 73.04 0.0006 teammates 
263 29 + 72.69 0.0006 sporting 
264 317 + 72.5 0.0017 who 
265 10 + 72.44 0.0002 birch 
266 11 + 71.98 0.0002 bianca 
267 27 + 71.98 0.0006 earn 
268 67 + 70.07 0.0011 round 
269 64 + 69.99 0.0011 coach 
270 6 + 69.05 0.0001 dilena 
271 17 + 68.82 0.0004 etihad 
272 37 + 68.78 0.0008 keeping 
273 11 + 68.43 0.0002 elise 
274 9 + 68.15 0.0002 melb 
275 5 + 68.06 0.0001 season's 
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276 25 + 68.04 0.0005 rookie 
277 226 + 67.44 0.0016 first 
278 8 + 66.94 0.0002 seaford 
279 14 + 66.81 0.0003 footballers 
280 13 + 66.68 0.0003 midfielders 
281 50 + 66.17 0.0009 ground 
282 9 + 64.83 0.0002 kaitlyn 
283 16 + 64.51 0.0004 females 
284 12 + 63.83 0.0003 renegades 
285 5 + 62.89 0.0001 aliesha 
286 9 + 62.48 0.0002 hiccup 
287 65 + 62.45 0.0011 ball 
288 8 + 62.08 0.0002 onballer 
289 24 + 61.72 0.0005 wage 
290 5 + 61.11 0.0001 shouldn't 
291 9 + 60.8 0.0002 sabrina 
292 6 + 60.63 0.0001 lavinia 
293 55 + 59.93 0.001 goal 
294 61 + 59.86 0.001 chief 
295 7 + 59.45 0.0002 starcevich 
296 8 + 59.05 0.0002 goalkicker 
297 10 + 59.03 0.0002 tac 
298 41 + 58.84 0.0008 rules 
299 5 + 58.32 0.0001 haven't 
300 8 + 58.24 0.0002 kellie 
301 24 + 57.97 0.0005 coaching 
302 25 + 57.82 0.0005 broadcast 
303 601 + 57.44 0.0016 at 
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304 11 + 57.33 0.0002 fulltime 
305 16 + 56.6 0.0004 falcons 
306 268 + 55.91 0.0016 year 
307 34 + 54.9 0.0007 matches 
308 8 + 54.73 0.0002 dees 
309 31 + 54.73 0.0006 marriage 
310 31 + 54.19 0.0006 rule 
311 8 + 53.92 0.0002 ebony 
312 126 + 53.68 0.0014 me 
313 19 + 53.18 0.0004 ambassador 
314 32 + 53.18 0.0007 daughter 
315 8 + 53.14 0.0002 adel 
316 11 + 52.76 0.0002 perkins 
317 7 + 52.69 0.0002 marquees 
318 14 + 52.47 0.0003 pathway 
319 13 + 52.26 0.0003 o'connor 
320 18 + 51.95 0.0004 kicks 
321 228 + 51.53 0.0015 just 
322 54 + 51.12 0.0009 field 
323 24 + 50.58 0.0005 dad 
324 5 + 50.44 0.0001 kimmince 
325 44 + 50.31 0.0008 st 
326 676 + 50.26 0.0015 was 
327 54 + 50.25 0.0009 opportunity 
328 11 + 50.03 0.0002 mo 
329 64 + 50 0.001 deal 
330 34 + 49.38 0.0007 finals 
331 27 + 49.35 0.0006 dream 
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332 9 + 49.23 0.0002 stoppages 
333 6 + 49.22 0.0001 auskick 
334 22 + 49.06 0.0005 selected 
335 11 + 48.87 0.0002 nominate 
336 12 + 48.53 0.0003 recruited 
337 7 + 48.28 0.0002 wb 
338 16 + 48.05 0.0004 lists 
339 22 + 47.77 0.0005 equality 
340 9 + 47.61 0.0002 captained 
341 45 + 47.6 0.0008 manager 
342 22 + 47.21 0.0005 kicked 
343 6 + 46.94 0.0001 thebarton 
344 11 + 46.92 0.0002 mel 
345 11 + 46.49 0.0002 licences 
346 8 + 46 0.0002 ernst 
347 23 + 45.93 0.0005 gay 
348 38 + 45.21 0.0007 greater 
349 22 + 45.16 0.0005 simon 
350 8 + 20.52 0.0006 medallist 
351 100 + 44.8 0.0012 big 
352 1075 + 44.8 0.0015 for 
353 11 + 44.18 0.0002 devils 
354 29 + 44.11 0.0006 join 
355 33 + 43.93 0.0007 named 
356 8 + 43.68 0.0002 mcintosh 
357 5 + 43.37 0.0001 dermott 
358 6 + 43.14 0.0001 donnellan 
359 5 + 43.11 0.0001 vinny 
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360 5 + 42.85 0.0001 glouftsis 
361 7 + 42.77 0.0002 cranbourne 
362 16 + 42.38 0.0004 eddie 
363 5 + 42.36 0.0001 frisbee 
364 91 + 42.29 0.0012 got 
365 9 + 42.07 0.0002 nat 
366 115 + 41.59 0.0013 week 
367 32 + 40.75 0.0006 skills 
368 31 + 40.47 0.0006 stadium 
369 6 + 40.27 0.0001 wnbl 
370 2196 + 40.26 0.0014 a 
371 15 + 40.09 0.0003 athlete 
372 10 + 39.97 0.0002 jumper 
373 7 + 39.93 0.0002 dal 
374 9 + 39.78 0.0002 courageous 
375 11 + 39.76 0.0002 damien 
376 11 + 39.22 0.0002 kiss 
377 121 + 39 0.0013 going 
378 11 + 38.98 0.0002 sutherland 
379 12 + 38.73 0.0003 dockers 
380 9 + 38.67 0.0002 bounds 
381 8 + 38.42 0.0002 alicia 
382 62 + 38.4 0.001 bit 
383 8 + 38.35 0.0002 princes 
384 11 + 38.02 0.0002 casey 
385 6 + 37.96 0.0001 headers 
386 29 + 37.68 0.0006 channel 
387 20 + 37.65 0.0004 coaches 
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388 6 + 37.49 0.0001 raiser 
389 11 + 36.71 0.0002 karen 
390 11 + 36.62 0.0002 sponsorship 
391 166 + 36.58 0.0014 last 
392 21 + 36.39 0.0004 dogs 
393 46 + 36.38 0.0008 fans 
394 16 + 36.37 0.0004 teammate 
395 66 + 36.01 0.001 level 
396 7 + 35.81 0.0002 drafts 
397 16 + 35.36 0.0004 secured 
398 13 + 35.29 0.0003 essendon 
399 7 + 35.03 0.0002 cordner 
400 11 + 34.59 0.0002 codes 
401 5 + 34.51 0.0001 thrower 
402 16 + 34.46 0.0003 participation 
403 164 + 34.25 0.0013 get 
404 37 + 34.09 0.0007 paid 
405 31 + 34.08 0.0006 sign 
406 15 + 33.96 0.0003 dual 
407 6 + 33.93 0.0001 skilful 
408 6 + 33.65 0.0001 magpie 
409 5 + 33.49 0.0001 hoppers 
410 11 + 33.47 0.0002 curtain 
411 27 + 33.35 0.0005 watching 
412 5 + 33.3 0.0001 ellyse 
413 23 + 32.99 0.0005 excited 
414 6 + 32.96 0.0001 opals 
415 6 + 32.9 0.0001 midwife 
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416 19 + 32.78 0.0004 clash 
417 11 + 32.3 0.0002 sevens 
418 41 + 32.17 0.0007 mark 
419 6 + 32.1 0.0001 o'neal 
420 7 + 31.9 0.0002 provisional 
421 28 + 31.57 0.0006 wait 
422 20 + 31.49 0.0004 mum 
423 456 + 31.22 0.0015 but 
424 14 + 31.17 0.0003 quarters 
425 11 + 30.72 0.0002 wings 
426 64 + 30.67 0.001 side 
427 5 + 30.01 0.0001 bowers 
428 9 + 29.87 0.0002 moody 
429 6 + 29.8 0.0001 bulldog 
430 6 + 29.8 0.0001 kara 
431 12 + 29.77 0.0003 crowds 
432 54 + 29.67 0.0009 love 
433 11 + 29.51 0.0002 sponsors 
434 45 + 29.5 0.0008 list 
435 5 + 29.42 0.0001 metricon 
436 61 + 29.37 0.0009 hard 
437 8 + 29.02 0.0002 fitzpatrick 
438 7 + 28.94 0.0002 pos 
439 10 + 27.56 0.0003 honours 
440 8 + 28.91 0.0002 endurance 
441 6 + 28.89 0.0001 eliza 
442 12 + 28.64 0.0003 gibson 
443 69 + 28.58 0.001 start 
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444 7 + 28.55 0.0002 induction 
445 13 + 28.45 0.0003 runner 
446 117 + 28.34 0.0012 good 
447 5 + 28.11 0.0001 barrack 
448 18 + 27.87 0.0004 cameron 
449 12 + 27.86 0.0003 excitement 
450 28 + 27.76 0.0006 contract 
451 11 + 27.72 0.0002 supporter 
452 17 + 27.66 0.0004 knee 
453 12 + 28.92 0.0002 nominated 
454 7 + 27.39 0.0002 comp 
455 26 + 26.78 0.0005 push 
456 40 + 26.77 0.0007 executive 
457 10 + 26.76 0.0002 goalkeeper 
458 9 + 26.67 0.0002 twins 
459 32 + 26.64 0.0006 association 
460 22 + 26.56 0.0005 debut 
461 6 + 26.51 0.0001 goddard 
462 8 + 26.32 0.0002 versatile 
463 7 + 26.3 0.0002 alison 
464 10 + 26.14 0.0002 concussion 
465 28 + 26.13 0.0006 fair 
466 27 + 26.1 0.0005 olympic 
467 11 + 26.06 0.0002 commitments 
468 16 + 25.89 0.0003 sharks 
469 6 + 25.8 0.0001 juggling 
470 16 + 25.64 0.0003 junior 
471 10 + 25.48 0.0002 recruit 
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472 16 + 25.41 0.0003 tennis 
473 10 + 25.29 0.0002 diamond 
474 48 + 25.24 0.0008 role 
475 38 + 25.22 0.0007 watch 
476 23 + 25.05 0.0005 starts 
477 5 + 25.04 0.0001 madeline 
478 10 + 24.94 0.0002 fortunate 
479 12 + 9.12 0.0002 medal 
480 90 + 24.87 0.0011 top 
481 7 + 24.78 0.0002 captains 
482 6 + 24.63 0.0001 trialled 
483 16 + 24.49 0.0003 historic 
484 7 + 24.46 0.0002 victorians 
485 8 + 24.38 0.0002 melissa 
486 9 + 24.37 0.0002 interstate 
487 10 + 24.3 0.0002 vic 
488 6 + 24.07 0.0001 skating 
489 63 + 24.06 0.0009 former 
490 8 + 24.03 0.0002 salaries 
491 57 + 24 0.0009 young 
492 5 + 23.91 0.0001 bontempelli 
493 32 + 23.66 0.0006 victoria 
494 6 + 23.46 0.0001 steph 
495 5 + 23.35 0.0001 whisper 
496 266 + 23.34 0.0014 up 
497 76 + 23.31 0.001 lot 
498 8 + 23.23 0.0002 reminds 
499 7 + 23.04 0.0002 demon 
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500 10 + 23 0.0002 bendigo 
501 10 + 23 0.0002 handy 
502 20 + 22.91 0.0004 confident 
503 120 + 22.71 0.0012 off 
504 12 + 22.48 0.0003 grounds 
505 7 + 22.48 0.0002 natalie 
506 42 + 22.48 0.0007 seven 
507 17 + 22.44 0.0004 fox 
508 5 + 22.39 0.0001 renee 
509 9 + 22.33 0.0002 leagues 
510 11 + 22.23 0.0002 gym 
511 34 + 22.22 0.0006 tv 
512 22 + 22.16 0.0004 bigger 
513 13 + 22.15 0.0003 represented 
514 62 + 22.11 0.0009 expected 
515 16 + 21.95 0.0003 sister 
516 8 + 21.59 0.0002 powerhouse 
517 9 + 21.47 0.0002 superstar 
518 13 + 21.32 0.0003 breaks 
519 8 + 21.29 0.0002 helen 
520 13 + 21.15 0.0003 nab 
521 6 + 21.09 0.0001 carer 
522 12 + 21.04 0.0003 darwin 
523 12 + 21.02 0.0003 academy 
524 5 + 20.94 0.0001 shelley 
525 7 + 20.9 0.0002 cricketers 
526 14 + 20.83 0.0003 chelsea 
527 16 + 20.78 0.0003 keen 
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528 20 + 20.73 0.0004 youth 
529 169 + 20.63 0.0013 two 
530 27 + 20.61 0.0005 father 
531 20 + 20.54 0.0004 boys 
532 23 + 18.86 0.0002 award 
533 82 + 20.42 0.001 want 
534 30 + 20.38 0.0006 starting 
535 30 + 20.36 0.0006 injury 
536 6 + 20.34 0.0001 cricketer 
537 22 + 20.2 0.0004 believed 
538 18 + 20.18 0.0004 foundation 
539 15 + 20.17 0.0003 watched 
540 7 + 20.11 0.0002 acl 
541 6 + 20.11 0.0001 deakin 
542 57 + 20.06 0.0009 run 
543 33 + 20.02 0.0006 professional 
544 11 + 19.77 0.0002 hawthorn 
545 5 + 19.69 0.0001 dandenong 
546 21 + 19.62 0.0004 born 
547 15 + 19.62 0.0003 contest 
548 17 + 19.53 0.0004 hopefully 
549 12 + 19.49 0.0003 ratings 
550 16 + 19.39 0.0003 gender 
551 7 + 19.34 0.0002 finalised 
552 20 + 19.31 0.0004 girl 
553 17 + 19.25 0.0004 boss 
554 41 + 19.24 0.0007 saturday 
555 5 + 19.18 0.0001 premierships 
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556 11 + 19.1 0.0002 traded 
557 29 + 44.97 0.0005 awards 
558 5 + 18.81 0.0001 groundbreaking 
559 18 + 18.69 0.0004 brother 
560 8 + 18.66 0.0002 recruiting 
561 8 + 18.23 0.0002 forth 
562 9 + 18.19 0.0002 grateful 
563 6 + 18.05 0.0001 ruckman 
564 8 + 17.88 0.0002 summary 
565 7 + 17.72 0.0002 pitcher 
566 13 + 17.63 0.0003 granted 
567 13 + 17.59 0.0003 marks 
568 42 + 17.49 0.0007 friday 
569 10 + 17.45 0.0002 dallas 
570 11 + 17.39 0.0002 talented 
571 25 + 17.35 0.0005 plus 
572 7 + 17.13 0.0002 overlooked 
573 7 + 16.92 0.0002 standout 
574 5 + 16.85 0.0001 adf 
575 221 + 16.84 0.0013 would 
576 9 + 16.81 0.0002 showcase 
577 44 + 16.79 0.0007 move 
578 7 + 16.66 0.0002 rivalry 
579 7 + 16.64 0.0002 contracted 
580 5 + 16.62 0.0001 intercept 
581 22 + 16.52 0.0004 sex 
582 22 + 16.47 0.0004 blue 
583 5 + 16.42 0.0001 expands 
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584 38 + 16.36 0.0007 weeks 
585 6 + 16.35 0.0001 illicit 
586 15 + 16.28 0.0003 expansion 
587 5 + 16.19 0.0001 versatility 
588 2500 + 16.04 0.0014 and 
589 12 + 15.94 0.0003 rejected 
590 36 + 15.82 0.0006 name 
591 18 + 15.76 0.0004 joined 
592 5 + 15.68 0.0001 bella 
593 6 + 15.68 0.0001 starred 
594 9 + 15.65 0.0002 dreams 
595 29 + 15.52 0.0005 success 
596 53 + 15.51 0.0008 already 
597 15 + 15.48 0.0003 olympics 
598 39 + 15.41 0.0007 thought 
599 32 + 15.4 0.0006 march 
600 10 + 15.3 0.0002 childhood 
601 5 + 15.3 0.0001 ethic 
602 9 + 15.11 0.0002 saints 
603 48 + 15.1 0.0008 until 
604 24 + 15.06 0.0005 speed 
605 13 + 15.04 0.0003 plane 
606 8 + 14.92 0.0002 defenders 
607 15 + 14.79 0.0003 names 
608 26 + 14.74 0.0005 crowd 
609 17 + 14.58 0.0004 code 
610 108 + 14.5 0.0011 day 
611 6 + 14.46 0.0001 aldi 
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612 14 + 14.43 0.0003 proposal 
613 15 + 14.42 0.0003 pool 
614 5 + 14.27 0.0001 courtney 
615 45 + 14.27 0.0007 decision 
616 19 + 14.14 0.0004 operations 
617 14 + 14.03 0.0003 facilities 
618 9 + 13.87 0.0002 wayne 
619 13 + 13.82 0.0003 tonight 
620 50 + 13.67 0.0008 six 
621 6 + 13.47 0.0001 snapped 
622 12 + 13.41 0.0003 fitness 
623 118 + 13.41 0.0011 well 
624 6 + 13.34 0.0001 halftime 
625 41 + 316.25 0.0002 fairest 
626 44 + 13.29 0.0007 strong 
627 19 + 13.18 0.0004 myself 
628 456 + 13.16 0.0013 have 
629 198 + 13.12 0.0012 time 
630 7 + 12.95 0.0002 silly 
631 14 + 12.93 0.0003 cap 
632 10 + 12.81 0.0002 salary 
633 5 + 12.76 0.0001 gabba 
634 6 + 12.7 0.0001 carl 
635 9 + 12.7 0.0002 creek 
636 7 + 12.69 0.0002 awkward 
637 34 + 12.63 0.0006 pretty 
638 11 + 12.57 0.0002 flag 
639 600 + 12.54 0.0013 as 
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640 5 + 12.52 0.0001 spine 
641 6 + 12.51 0.0001 conditioning 
642 38 + 12.5 0.0006 men 
643 8 + 12.48 0.0002 venues 
644 145 + 12.47 0.0011 now 
645 5 + 12.37 0.0001 umpires 
646 9 + 12.32 0.0002 mates 
647 5 + 12.31 0.0001 overhead 
648 46 + 12.22 0.0007 yet 
649 6 + 12.19 0.0001 flags 
650 5 + 12.14 0.0001 backline 
651 35 + 12.13 0.0006 trade 
652 24 + 12.12 0.0005 fast 
653 24 + 12.11 0.0005 october 
654 42 + 12.08 0.0007 live 
655 34 + 12.07 0.0006 pm 
656 5 + 12.06 0.0001 gamble 
657 122 + 12.04 0.0011 back 
658 21 + 12.01 0.0004 tough 
659 30 + 11.95 0.0005 moment 
660 12 + 11.94 0.0003 minimum 
661 7 + 11.82 0.0002 jessica 
662 67 + 11.77 0.0009 come 
663 16 + 11.77 0.0003 mike 
664 25 + 11.76 0.0005 certainly 
665 6 + 11.7 0.0001 suburban 
666 26 + 11.68 0.0005 happy 
667 10 + 11.62 0.0002 skill 
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668 48 + 11.6 0.0007 full 
669 418 + 11.6 0.0013 has 
670 6 + 11.54 0.0001 permitted 
671 8 + 11.53 0.0002 pure 
672 6 + 11.5 0.0001 graphic 
673 6 + 11.5 0.0001 rewarded 
674 9 + 11.45 0.0002 viewers 
675 8 + 11.43 0.0002 twin 
676 5 + 11.38 0.0001 grassroots 
677 19 + 11.37 0.0004 winner 
678 13 + 11.36 0.0003 grew 
679 12 + 11.33 0.0003 wear 
680 5 + 11.31 0.0001 competed 
681 38 + 11.31 0.0006 job 
682 6 + 11.31 0.0001 marking 
683 11 + 11.3 0.0002 greg 
684 17 + 11.26 0.0003 eye 
685 249 + 11.2 0.0013 all 
686 5 + 11.2 0.0001 marry 
687 7 + 11.17 0.0002 utility 
688 154 + 11.16 0.0011 no 
689 8 + 11.15 0.0002 tall 
690 41 + 11.09 0.0007 done 
691 16 + 11.07 0.0003 amazing 
692 19 + 11.07 0.0004 insurance 
693 10 + 11.04 0.0002 venue 
694 11 + 11.02 0.0002 lights 
695 14 + 10.91 0.0003 loved 
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696 7 + 10.87 0.0002 unveiled 
697 17 + 10.85 0.0003 king 
698 7 + 10.84 0.0002 reads 
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Appendix E: Keyword results for the AFLW-B corpus 
AFLW-B using AFLW-A as a reference 
Rank Freq Keyness Effect Keyword 
1 536 + 317.27 0.0162 women's 
2 227 + 134.09 0.0069 it's 
3 136 + 80.29 0.0041 hgt 
4 149 + 78.68 0.0045 cm 
5 158 + 77.24 0.0048 age 
6 85 + 50.16 0.0026 i'm 
7 115 + 39.95 0.0035 midfielder 
8 62 + 36.58 0.0019 she's 
9 60 + 35.4 0.0018 don't 
10 56 + 33.04 0.0017 we're 
11 53 + 31.27 0.0016 that's 
12 331 + 29.39 0.01 game 
13 85 + 28.44 0.0026 defender 
14 48 + 28.32 0.0015 we've 
15 47 + 27.73 0.0014 afl's 
16 68 + 27.42 0.0021 exhibition 
17 304 + 26.42 0.0092 league 
18 44 + 25.96 0.0013 men's 
19 41 + 24.19 0.0012 i've 
20 41 + 24.19 0.0012 there's 
21 39 + 23.01 0.0012 darebin 
22 108 + 22.53 0.0033 national 
23 37 + 21.83 0.0011 year's 
24 250 + 21.64 0.0076 football 
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25 82 + 20.95 0.0025 pay 
26 35 + 20.65 0.0011 you're 
27 34 + 20.06 0.001 we'll 
28 112 + 19.99 0.0034 hope 
29 105 + 19.23 0.0032 years 
30 32 + 18.88 0.001 dp 
31 32 + 18.88 0.001 hm 
32 29 + 17.11 0.0009 million 
33 26 + 15.34 0.0008 i'd 
34 98 + 14.76 0.003 match 
35 25 + 14.75 0.0008 broadcast 
36 25 + 14.75 0.0008 can't 
37 25 + 14.75 0.0008 didn't 
38 25 + 14.75 0.0008 won't 
39 34 + 13.71 0.001 netball 
40 33 + 13.17 0.001 tv 
41 120 + 13.06 0.0036 played 
42 22 + 12.98 0.0007 september 
43 204 + 12.74 0.0062 play 
44 32 + 12.65 0.001 hutchins 
45 39 + 12.48 0.0012 rules 
46 21 + 12.39 0.0006 inside 
47 21 + 12.39 0.0006 mcguire 
48 45 + 12.29 0.0014 brennan 
49 528 + 11.81 0.0159 afl 
50 20 + 11.8 0.0006 they're 
51 55 + 11.68 0.0017 february 
52 37 + 11.51 0.0011 watch 
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53 19 + 11.21 0.0006 drafted 
54 19 + 11.21 0.0006 insurance 
55 19 + 11.21 0.0006 league's 
56 19 + 11.21 0.0006 rugby 
57 19 + 11.21 0.0006 uni 
58 18 + 10.62 0.0005 wasn't 
59 41 + 10.47 0.0012 exciting 
60 46 + 10.18 0.0014 vfl 
61 34 + 10.07 0.001 name 
62 50 + 9.64 0.0015 kick 
63 26 + 9.51 0.0008 earn 
64 16 + 9.44 0.0005 eddie 
65 16 + 9.44 0.0005 falcons 
66 15 + 8.85 0.0005 chiocci 
67 15 + 8.85 0.0005 hands 
68 15 + 8.85 0.0005 pressure 
69 15 + 8.85 0.0005 trial 
70 15 + 8.85 0.0005 use 
71 57 + 8.55 0.0017 training 
72 42 + 8.52 0.0013 fans 
73 24 + 8.49 0.0007 lauren 
74 104 + 8.39 0.0032 girls 
75 14 + 8.26 0.0004 facilities 
76 14 + 8.26 0.0004 footballers 
77 14 + 8.26 0.0004 hasn't 
78 14 + 8.26 0.0004 melbourne's 
79 14 + 8.26 0.0004 provide 
80 14 + 8.26 0.0004 what's 
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81 103 + 8.13 0.0031 sport 
82 23 + 7.98 0.0007 fast 
83 23 + 7.98 0.0007 speed 
84 73 + 7.88 0.0022 see 
85 102 + 7.86 0.0031 marquee 
86 29 + 7.74 0.0009 ago 
87 13 + 7.67 0.0004 collingwood's 
88 13 + 7.67 0.0004 doesn't 
89 13 + 7.67 0.0004 grew 
90 13 + 7.67 0.0004 o'connor 
91 13 + 7.67 0.0004 players' 
92 13 + 7.67 0.0004 she'll 
93 44 + 7.31 0.0013 elite 
94 160 + 7.12 0.0048 footy 
95 12 + 7.08 0.0004 brand 
96 99 + 7.08 0.003 good 
97 12 + 7.08 0.0004 head 
98 12 + 7.08 0.0004 parents 
99 12 + 7.08 0.0004 recruited 
100 12 + 7.08 0.0004 renegades 
101 12 + 7.08 0.0004 wear 
102 12 + 7.08 0.0004 you've 
103 33 + 7 0.001 across 
104 21 + 6.98 0.0006 meg 
105 57 + 6.97 0.0017 ball 
106 27 + 6.83 0.0008 channel 
107 27 + 6.83 0.0008 kicking 
108 125 + 6.82 0.0038 he 
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Appendix F: Keyword results for the AFLW-A corpus 
 
AFLW-A using AFLW-B as reference 
Rank Freq Keyness Effect Keyword 
1 142 + 134.21 0.0059 aflw 
2 91 + 131.68 0.0007 phillips 
3 30 + 74.81 0.0007 marriage 
4 33 + 72.45 0.0007 tier 
5 45 + 70.39 0.003 erin 
6 23 + 63.68 0.0005 gay 
7 39 + 59.26 0.0005 harris 
8 29 + 51.68 0.0005 trade 
9 32 + 50.64 0.0005 fairest 
10 21 + 50.58 0.0005 sex 
11 18 + 49.83 0.0005 re 
12 25 + 48.25 0.0015 awards 
13 15 + 41.53 0.0023 expansion 
14 58 + 39.36 0.0006 adelaide 
15 14 + 38.76 0.0006 bris 
16 30 + 32.85 0.0006 crows 
17 11 + 30.45 0.0005 gahan 
18 11 + 30.45 0.0005 kiss 
19 11 + 30.45 0.0005 wife 
20 19 + 26.35 0.0005 licence 
21 9 + 24.91 0.0005 hiccup 
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22 8 + 22.15 0.0005 phillips' 
23 8 + 22.15 0.0005 summary 
24 10 + 21.56 0.0011 traded 
25 222 + 20.69 0.0017 was 
26 75 + 19.94 0.0003 team 
27 7 + 19.38 0.0003 human 
28 35 + 19.25 0.0003 lions 
29 32 + 18.33 0.0003 four 
30 33 + 18.1 0.0003 round 
31 45 + 18.07 0.0003 star 
32 11 + 17.63 0.0003 tracy 
33 67 + 17.35 0.0003 two 
34 8 + 16.44 0.0003 saints 
35 18 + 16.37 0.0003 tayla 
36 47 + 16.3 0.0003 final 
37 19 + 15.69 0.0003 named 
38 9 + 15.64 0.0003 valuable 
39 20 + 15.13 0.0003 period 
40 63 + 15.01 0.0003 best 
41 7 + 13.93 0.0003 disappointing 
42 7 + 13.93 0.0003 exchange 
43 5 + 13.84 0.0003 door 
44 5 + 13.84 0.0003 gabba 
45 5 + 13.84 0.0003 glouftsis 
46 5 + 13.84 0.0003 married 
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47 5 + 13.84 0.0003 metricon 
48 5 + 13.84 0.0003 transgender 
49 19 + 13.56 0.0003 w 
50 8 + 13.29 0.0003 handy 
51 33 + 12.69 0.0003 brisbane 
52 40 + 12.63 0.0003 three 
53 22 + 12.6 0.0003 signed 
54 30 + 12.24 0.0003 captain 
55 14 + 11.92 0.0003 wnba 
56 22 + 11.81 0.0003 win 
57 151 + 11.51 0.0008 her 
58 6 + 11.44 0.0034 fund 
59 9 + 11.17 0.001 monday 
60 7 + 11 0.0004 melb 
61 7 + 11 0.0004 someone 
62 8 + 10.98 0.0004 marinoff 
63 8 + 10.98 0.0004 perkins 
64 13 + 10.26 0.0004 gold 
65 36 + 9.67 0.0004 top 
66 9 + 9.55 0.0004 agency 
67 66 + 9.4 0.0004 clubs 
68 8 + 9.18 0.0004 alongside 
69 8 + 9.18 0.0004 gibson 
70 8 + 9.18 0.0004 normal 
71 33 + 9.08 0.0004 grand 
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72 5 + 9.01 0.0004 calls 
73 5 + 9.01 0.0005 disposals 
74 5 + 9.01 0.0005 o'neal 
75 5 + 9.01 0.0005 rising 
76 5 + 9.01 0.0005 tuesday 
77 5 + 9.01 0.0005 value 
78 17 + 8.95 0.0015 picks 
79 25 + 8.94 0.0023 vescio 
80 7 + 8.89 0.0006 front 
81 7 + 8.89 0.0006 honours 
82 7 + 8.89 0.0006 thursday 
83 6 + 8.76 0.0005 above 
84 6 + 8.76 0.0005 added 
85 6 + 8.76 0.0005 adel 
86 6 + 8.76 0.0005 champion 
87 6 + 8.76 0.0005 cut 
88 6 + 8.76 0.0005 ebony 
89 6 + 8.76 0.0005 remain 
90 12 + 8.67 0.0011 coast 
91 19 + 8.67 0.0017 done 
92 9 + 8.18 0.0008 finished 
93 38 + 8.15 0.0034 inaugural 
94 11 + 8.12 0.001 randall 
95 11 + 8.12 0.001 south 
96 15 + 7.81 0.0014 sign 
Melissa Kemble | 460204477 
Masters Dissertation, June 2019 
94 
97 12 + 7.72 0.0011 award 
98 8 + 7.71 0.0007 absolutely 
99 8 + 7.71 0.0007 commission 
100 8 + 7.71 0.0007 vice 
101 102 + 7.53 0.0091 season 
102 7 + 7.26 0.0006 karen 
103 7 + 7.26 0.0006 payment 
104 7 + 7.26 0.0006 points 
105 7 + 7.26 0.0006 remains 
106 11 + 7.15 0.001 born 
107 38 + 7.06 0.0034 into 
108 6 + 6.88 0.0005 changed 
109 6 + 6.88 0.0005 deals 
110 6 + 6.88 0.0005 tasmania 
 
